
Cylinder Block and Single Stamp Identification of the 21lzc First Definitive
Postage stamp issued from May 1961 to November 1974.

The First Definitive stamps of the Republic of South Africa comprise seventeen values, two designs for
the 2%c value and different papers. A collection was compiled using Cylinder Blocks or Single Stamps
Mint or used. This collection caters for both. The intention is to reduce the identification of each issue to
the essential criteria that can be evaluated objectively, namely design, paper, perforation gauge
phosphorescent bands, and (for cylinder blocks) cylinder numbers.

Each issue of each value is listed on a page for each issue/distribution. For the 2Yzc value there is a flow
chart to facilitate identification and classification. The classification of the Zt/zc value is based on the
Design and the Paper with its watermark (or absence thereof). ln addition Cylinder Numbers,
Perforations and Phosphorescent Bands are utilized. ldentification of the different Designs, different
Papers and Watermarks are detailed in succeeding pages and variations.

The different designs are dealt with in detail because of their significance in identifying different issues
The different papers, their watermarks, phosphor characteristics and the period dunng which each paper
was used are also recorded in detail. An understanding of the different destgns aaC oapers is the key to
identifying the different issues. Each Cylinder Block is shown by listing the the C st ^g- sn rg features for
eachcontrol blockof eachvaluearerecorded.TheGrootConstantadesrgr vle'e -'. zec 'orirt'ovalues
Designs 1 and 2 the same, Design 3 narrowerwith its inscnptron s 'r' a':c :'e -s:-::3's c' Destgns 2

and 3 of other values
Design 1

Top row inscription same
size as bottom row
Stamp size 24,2 x 30,2mm

Design 2
Top row inscrtption the same
as bottom row
Stamp size 24,2 x 30 2mn'

Design 3
Toc '3,\ 3' -sa-Dt cr^ smaller
i-3'D3X3^.'3r!
S:a-c S ze 23 9x3C 2rnm

The inscriptions of Design 1 and Design 2 are the same. The lines on the face of the building and the
outlines of the building are bolder for Design 2 than Design 1. Security paper manufactured by three
different paper manufacturers was used. These are identified by the phosphor coating or absence of
phosphor coating of the surfaces:

Paper Abbreviation Surface
American Security Paper Company American No phosphor
Harrison Security Paper Harrison Phosphor both surfaces
Kupferschmidt Securitv Paper Swiss Phosphor front surface only
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There are t\\o tlpes oiAmerican Pane.

There are four types of Harrison

There is one type of Swiss

After Cctober 1972 all South African Definitive stamps rrere printed on paper with no watermat

Arms watermark (rhe American Security paper company paper Type 1)

RSA Watermark Watermark Reverseo

^ H?r_rlson Ehosphor Harrison phosnhor
Security Paper Type 3

/">

Watermark Tvpe
Coat of Arms 1

No watermark 2

Goatinq Watermark TvPe
Phosphor RSA 3
Phosphor RSA tete-beche 4

Phosphorescent RSA tete-beche 5
Phosphorescent No watermark 6

Coating Watermark Type
Stamp surface: phosphor

Gum surface: no phosphor
RSA tete-beche 7

were in use durino the
Paper Type First lssue Date Last lssue Date

American Securitv Paper
Co.

1 31st Mav 1961 March 1963

American Security Paper Co. 2 August 1961 August 1963
Harrison Security Paper Co. 3 September 1963 July 1968

Kupferschmidt Paper Co. 7 July 1967 May 1970
Harrison Security Paper Co. 4 January 1970 Seotember 1972
Harrison Security Paper Co. 5 October 1971 Octcber 1972
Harrison Security Paper Co. 6 November 1972 SeptemL '19a4



RSA tete-beche Waterrr.o[k
Harrison Phosphor Secur,ty Paper Type 4
Harrison Phosphorescent Security paper Type 5
Kupferschmidt Security Paper i;pe 7

Wate.-a-< i,e,:'. 
=-

trL-rsphor coated paper was introduced in September 1963 in anticipatior, ol the introdir:tion of
Automatic Canceling Machines by the Post Office. This was the Harrison Type 1 Papcr. However. durrng
trials with the new machines, it became apparent that the photo-electric cells did not re.'oond ,: the
phosphor coating. The Automatic Sorting machines were manufactured in Germany, and reulondec to
long wave ultra-violet light. The papers were manufactured in Britain and Switzerland, and emitte:r slrort
wave ultra-violet light. The new Automatic Canceling Machines were commissioned in December '1969

first in Port Elizabeth and then in the five other major centers.

ln September 1969 an extra Cylinder was added to the printing process. This Cylinder printed a 3mm or
Smm wide yellow phosphorescent band onto each stamp. The photo-electric cell of the Autorn;tic
Canceling Machine responded to the ohosphorescent bands. All sheets of stamps printed between
November 1969 and August 1972were printed with phosphorescent ba:,..rs. Phospr,^' scr,nt ban.Js we:e
printed on Swiss Paper from Seprember 1969 until the rast printing for which Swiss pa'rer was u>--,i-
May 1970. All printings on Harrison Type j paperwere printed with phosphorescent banls

lssue
Ref

lssue
Date

Cylinder
Numbers

Design Paoer
Type

Surface ', /atermark HorVert

1.1.1 May-61 Y4:Y1 Desiqn 1 1ea

1.1.2 Jul-61 S17:S3 Desiqn 1

2.2.',| Aug-61 515:S18 Desiqn 2 ti Er6 - -:'ee:3,:
2.1.1 Sep-61 S15:S18 Desiqn 2 r\ez
2.2.2 Dec-61 3:5 Desion 2 Amelca^
2.2.3 Mar-63 12:11 Desiqn 2 n llrE; - -

- :=-Y-

2.3.1 Oct-63 12.11 Desiqn 2 Harrson i.C_c3-:, =Str e:
2.3.2 Apr.66 60:527 Desion 2 Hamson Prcs: - c'
2.3.3 Apr-66 60:527 Desion 2 Harrison Piroscr- c' iSl e:
3.3.1 Apr-67 17:23 Desiqn 3 Hamson Phosohcr RSA et

ind istrnct
3.3.2 Aus-67 17 23 Desiqn 3 Harrison Phosphor RSA lefi

Distincl
14.14

3.3.3 Auo-67 17:23 Desiqn 3 Harrison Phosphor RSA riqht 14.14
3.7.1 Auo-67 17.23 Desiqn 3 Swiss Phosphor RSA t-b lefl/riqht 14 14
3.7.2 Jan-70 17:23:Y32 Design 3 Swiss Phosphor RSA t-b lefUriqht 14:14

3 mrn phos band
3.3.4. Jul-70 17:8:Y32 | Desisn 3 Harrison Phosphor RSA left 14.14

3 mm phos band
3.4.1 Jul-70 17.t'Y32 | Desisn 3 Harrison Phosphor RSA t-blefUriqht 14:14

3 mm phos band
3.4.2 Dec-70 12;8,Y32 | Desiqn 3 Harrison Phosphor RSA t-blefUrioht 14:14

3 mnt phos band
3.4.3 Dec-70 12;8;Y'32 | Desiqn 3 Harrison Phosphor RSA t-b rev 14:14

3 mm ohos band
3.4.4 Jan-71 419:418:G6 I Desion 3 Harrison

Matt
Phosohor RSA t-b lefUriqht 14:14

3mm phos band
3.4.5 Feb-71 419:418:G6 I Desiqn 3 Harrison Phosphor RSA t-b lefUriqht 14:14

3mm phos band Glossy
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Design 1

1.1.1
1.1.2

Design 2
2.1.1
2.2.1
2.2.2
2.2.3
2.3.1
2.3.2
2.3.3

Des gn 3

i-"
:i:
jjj

:_.
j

:.:

.*
-j3:

American
Paper

Arms wmk
1.1 1

1.1.2

American
Paper

Arms wmk
2.1.1

American
No wmk

2.2.1
2.2.2
2.2.3

Harrison
Paper

RSA wmk
2.3.1
2 3.2
2.3.3

Harrison
Paper

331
3.3 2
22')

3 3.4

Swiss
Paper

RSA t+

37 2

Harrison
Paper

RSA t-b
3.4.1
3.4.2
3,4.3
3.4.4
3.4.5

Y4:Y1

1.1.1

S17:33

1.1.2

S'15:S'18

2.1 1

tr2:11.

2.3.1

60:327
RSA right

2.3.2

60:527
RSA left

2.3.3

17.23

3.7.1

17.23
Phos.ban

d
3.7.2

515:S18

2-2.1

03:05

2.L2

12:.11

2.2.3

17:23
RSA left
indistinct

3.3.1

17:23
RSA left
Disiinct

3.3.2

17:23
RSA right

3.3.3

17:08
RSA left

Phos.
Band
3.3.4

17:08
Phos.
Band

3.4.1

12:08
Phos.
Band

3.4.2

12.08
Phos.
Band

RSA rev.
3.4.3

419:418
Phos.
Band
Matt
3.4.4

419:418
Phos.
band

Glossy
3.4.5

Plotoorapn :. advertising material issued by the SA Post
C-ce fcr the rssue of lhe 2'/zc Groot Constantia stamp.
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ISSUe 1.1.'l 3' r,'a, '3i' --: SS-= s 3'a-= ::-: z-= :- .' : S:-:-::- -J'3 l-eren: Prrlrtl.g

technlql,es prCC-cec .'^e 2.:] !,, -S.3 :.. : :€i -z *.:- -: .:. 3..-.= a.: G.O-p ll The four issues

beiOVr, ,Were :i'e "S: O-':e3 :., -:e' SS-aS "1 " ,',:- a- : I I a-: I 
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'3' ea3h Of the qUadfUple

prCOUCe:ra--A'.,','3i3*a-t=:-S3:'2:';=i-:'2"--'::::;-aSS^:"'^3^theflfStpageand
Ar-,g' aa' aaaa':-a: l,as --:'43:3: "' 
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Nick in last tremline, not listed;

movement of green to the left,
about 1mm, not listed.
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S15:S1g, August 1961, Group ll issue 1. firstdistribution. Nowatermark, Matrix 2.2.1, and a redrawn

design Unwatermarked PaPer.

VZOot on gaOte, and another left of window above door, 1/11; V4: Dot to left of window above door'

l ,li ,' ,5. Dot between; ;;J u of Republi c, 411, V7: Mauve dot below hyphen of Suid-Afrika, 1/1; V8:

,;1r;" ;J#;;; Republiek and atso fr of Afrika, 1/10; V9: Mauve smudge below first A of Afrika'

'1119;V10: MauvetrrOien"fowSuof Suid, 1120,V12:Whitesmudgebelowkof Afrika' 3/1;V13:

Mauve smudge betow u oiSriO, 411,V 14: Tiny mauve dot left of the figurine, 5/1 '1; V15: Small mauve

dot left of window in the gable, Sit g, small green line on bottom edge right _
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S': S': Se::e-re '1961 Group ll issue 1. Second distribution. Matrix 2 '1 1

I

I
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S-ee: ^--3er berow stamps 5 and 6, V6.Dash between p and u of Repubric
4 ' V13 Mauve smudge below u of Suid, 411., Oft centre green.

I

Sheet number below stamps 5 and 6; V6:Dash between p and u of Republic,
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2,1,1., S15 S18. September 196'1 Group ll iss-e - Second distribution Arms watermark facing right
and a redrawn design Produced by the Alberlrna nachtne

\'I Dottothertghtof grapes '1 /'1 V5 Dasn ce:*e:'aa': -:' =::-: a. r' .- r,r=-,:::: :€:"' -lciren
cf Sud-Afrika lllYlO MauvesmudgeDeo,r-:'S-: j' ,': S-= -'=-,.::::::',"-::r' ^3ace

5 19 Vl7 Bottom right corner withoul gree''a* ha'".*a-r 3: :::€- I :'s-+=: ---:€- :' ' ':^: ^a-: str'rp
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2,2,3 - March 1g63 C, nder 12 1. ,3.:-:
:es g' Produced cn A-errcan untrea:e: :a3€-

ss-e 3 ; =: J stribution. No watermark and a redrawnS-ee: ^--3€.5 black numbers with an added A B. C
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J VJ! issue 2 fir-st drsrnDutron. watermark RSA facing right, Fluoi-scent front ano

Large perforation. Showing drunken feature in vertical row
betweefi stamps 5/1 and 3tl, not listed, violet dot at 11 o'

clock httom left window (multi-positive common ot issue 2
and panes A and C of lssue 2.
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Large perforation. Showing drunken feature in vertical row
between stamps 5/ and 311, not listed; violet dot at 11 o, ciock

bottom left window (multi-positive common ot issue 2 and
panes A and C of issue 2; showing ink blotches on bottom

fr/^{ trem line and around 60 of control umber.
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2.3,3 Apr '956 Cvlinder 60 527 nearly intc stamp Group lll issue 2 Second oistrbulron RSA 'a: -3
eft P.rntrng 'tas a smali number of sheets Small perforations RSA well deflned fuli sheet toldec D gge'
:ian A3 paper All varreties V 1-V10 Two sheet numbers vague.
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