Diplomatic Tapestry: India's Joint-Issue Miniature Sheets (1990-2023)

Indian diplomatic relationships form a vibrant tapestry that extends far beyond borders, a rich history
interwoven with threads of non-alignment, multilateralism, and a commitment to peaceful coexistence.
In the intricate fabric of global affairs, diplomatic relationships serve as the threads that weave nations
together, creating a tapestry of mutual understanding, cooperation, and shared prosperity. As we delve
into India's diplomatic journey through the lens of philately, it becomes evident that these relationships
are not mere formalities but essential conduits for growth, cultural exchange, and international
harmony.

This article embarks on a journey to unravel the intricate connections showcased in India's Joint-Issue
Miniature Sheets from 1990 to 2023. Beyond their philatelic significance, these miniature sheets serve as
visual markers of India's multifaceted engagements on the global stage. From bilateral collaborations to
multilateral partnerships, each stamp encapsulates the essence of the nation's diplomatic approach,
portraying economic, strategic, and cultural dimensions with each carefully curated design.

As we explore this collection, the stamps become windows into the values underpinning Indian
diplomacy. Respect for sovereignty, inclusivity, and a dedicated effort to address shared global challenges
are not just diplomatic principles but intricately woven into the fabric of these miniature sheets. This
visual narrative offers a unique perspective on India's diplomatic prowess, allowing us to witness the
nation's commitment to fostering mutual understanding and collaboration on the global stage. Through
the lens of these Joint-Issue Miniature Sheets, we gain insights into the broader story of India's
diplomatic journey—a narrative that extends beyond geopolitical considerations to contribute to a more
harmonious and interconnected world.
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India-South Africa: Co-operation 1995

In a significant diplomatic move, India's commitment to fostering ties with South Africa found expression
through the issuance of a unique joint-issue miniature sheet on 2nd October 1995. This marked a historic
moment as the first such collaborative publication by India Post. The miniature sheet, accompanied by
two stamps, serves as a poignant representation of the shared heritage between the people of India and
South Africa. The thematic focus on Mahatma Gandhi and Nelson Mandela underscores the deep links
forged by these iconic figures in the pursuit of social equality, economic self-reliance, and political
freedom.




This commemorative release captures the essence of Mahatma Gandhi's transformative journey,
featuring stamps depicting him as a young minister in South Africa and in his later years in India. Beyond
the philatelic significance, this joint-issue miniature sheet encapsulates the enduring spirit of
cooperation between the two nations. It becomes a visual narrative that transcends historical
boundaries, symbolizing the ongoing commitment to mutual understanding and collaboration. As we
delve into this miniature sheet, we not only celebrate the shared values of India and South Africa but
also recognize the pivotal role played by such diplomatic gestures in fostering global harmony.

50th Anniversary of Diplomatic Relations between India and Japan

In a celebration of the profound diplomatic ties between India and Japan, a commemorative miniature
sheet was issued on April 26, 2002, marking the 50th anniversary of their diplomatic relations. This




special release featured two vibrant stamps showcasing the Karuki dance of Japan and the Kathakali
dance of India, underscoring the rich cultural exchange between the two nations.

The Karuki dance is a traditional Japanese performing art, characterized by its graceful movements and
intricate choreography. Rooted in Japanese folklore and cultural heritage, this dance form holds national
significance as it reflects the country's artistic expression and commitment to preserving its cultural
roots. Similarly, Kathakali, a classical dance form from India, is renowned for its elaborate costumes,
vibrant makeup, and expressive storytelling. Originating in the southern state of Kerala, Kathakali is
deeply embedded in Indian cultural traditions, serving as a visual representation of mythology and
folklore.

Both dance forms go beyond mere entertainment; they play a pivotal role in preserving and transmitting
cultural narratives from one generation to the next. As symbols of national and cultural pride, Karuki and
Kathakali contribute to the diverse tapestry of global cultural heritage. The issuance of the miniature
sheet commemorating the 50th anniversary of diplomatic relations serves as a testament to the
enduring cultural bonds between India and Japan, showcasing the beauty and significance of these
traditional art forms.

India-France Joint Issue 2003

In a symbolically rich commemoration of the enduring ties between India and France, a collaborative
miniature sheet was issued on November 29, 2003. This joint release featured two stamps adorned with
exquisite sketches, portraying the Peacock Motif of India and the Rooster Motif of France. Beyond the
philatelic significance, this artistic expression serves as a nod to the cultural and historical bonds shared
by the two nations.




The Peacock Motif holds immense cultural and national importance in India. Revered as the national
bird, the peacock symbolizes beauty, grace, and resilience in Indian mythology and folklore. Its vibrant
plumage and regal demeanor are not only visually captivating but also carry deep cultural symbolism,
representing diversity and pride.

On the other hand, the Rooster Motif is a prominent symbol in French culture, reflecting qualities of
vigilance and courage. Known as "Le Coq Gaulois," the Gallic Rooster has been an emblem of France for
centuries. It embodies the French spirit of resilience, liberty, and national pride. Often used as a symbol
of resistance, the Rooster Motif has become an integral part of France's cultural identity.

The issuance of this joint miniature sheet not only celebrates the artistic beauty of these motifs but also
signifies the harmonious cultural exchange between India and France. As symbols of national and
cultural pride, the Peacock and Rooster motifs showcase the diversity and depth of the shared heritage
between these two nations.

India - Cyprus: Joint Issue 2006

In a delightful celebration of the warm and friendly diplomatic ties between India and Cyprus, a joint-
issue miniature sheet was released on April 12, 2006. This special set comprises two stamps featuring
vibrant depictions of folk dances from both nations, serving as a testament to the cultural exchange that
enriches their bilateral relations.

The folk dance showcased from India reflects the diverse and colorful tapestry of the nation's cultural
heritage. these folk dances are deeply rooted in traditions and rituals, making them an integral part of
the country's cultural fabric. The traditional dances of Cyprus often draw inspiration from the island's
rich history and mythological stories. These dances are characterized by lively footwork, expressive
gestures, and intricate patterns, embodying the island's cultural identity and the resilience of its people.
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India - Mongolia: Joint Issue 2006

In a poignant celebration of the enduring friendship and cooperation between the Government and
People of India and Mongolia, a joint-issue miniature sheet was released on September 11, 2006. This
distinguished set includes two stamps adorned with captivating depictions of the Ancient Arts and Crafts
of both nations, specifically highlighting their shared cultural heritage. Each stamp features intricate
Horse Sculptures, serving as symbols of artistic excellence and the profound historical connections
between India and Mongolia.

Horse sculptures hold deep cultural and national significance in both India and Mongolia. In India, the
horse is a revered symbol in Hindu mythology, often associated with various deities and epic tales. The
artistic representation of horses in sculptures showcases the country's rich artistic traditions and the
cultural tapestry woven through centuries.

Similarly, in Mongolia, horse sculptures reflect the nomadic way of life and the integral role of horses in
Mongolian culture. Horses are not merely utilitarian but are revered companions, embodying strength,
endurance, and freedom. Traditional Mongolian horse sculptures, crafted with skill and precision, are not
only artistic expressions but also convey the spiritual connection between the nomadic people and their
majestic steeds.

The issuance of this joint miniature sheet not only underscores the diplomatic ties between India and
Mongolia but also pays homage to the shared cultural legacy embodied in these exquisite Horse
Sculptures. These artworks go beyond aesthetics, representing the intertwined histories and enduring
cultural bonds between the two nations.




India - China: Joint Issue 2008

In a commemoration of the warm and friendly diplomatic ties between India and China, a joint-issue
miniature sheet was released on July 11, 2008. This notable set features two stamps adorned with
depictions of significant landmarks—India's Mahabodhi Temple and China's White Horse Temple.
Beyond their architectural magnificence, these stamps symbolize the deep cultural and historical
connections between the two nations.
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The Mahabodhi Temple, located in Bodh Gaya, India, stands as a UNESCO World Heritage Site and holds
immense spiritual significance. It is the site where Siddhartha Gautama, the Buddha, attained
enlightenment under the Bodhi Tree. The temple complex, with its intricate carvings and sacred Bodhi
Tree, serves as a pilgrimage destination for Buddhists worldwide. It is a testament to India's rich religious
heritage and the birthplace of Buddhism.

On the other side of this diplomatic coin, the White Horse Temple in Luoyang, China, holds the
distinction of being the first Buddhist temple in China. Built during the Eastern Han dynasty, it is
associated with the introduction of Buddhism to China by two monks who brought Buddhist scriptures
on a white horse, hence the temple's name. The White Horse Temple stands as a significant cultural and
historical landmark, exemplifying the early spread of Buddhism in China.

The issuance of this joint miniature sheet not only celebrates the diplomatic relations between India and
China but also pays homage to the shared cultural and religious legacy embodied in the Mahabodhi
Temple and White Horse Temple. These landmarks, with their historical and spiritual resonance, serve as
bridges connecting the two nations through the corridors of time.




India - Philippines: Joint Issue 2009

In a symbolic celebration of the warm and friendly diplomatic ties between India and the Philippines, a
joint-issue miniature sheet was released on November 16, 2009. This remarkable set includes two
stamps featuring depictions of iconic aquatic creatures—the Gangetic Dolphin of India and the
Butanding of the Philippines. Beyond their marine splendor, these stamps signify the shared
commitment to environmental conservation and the deepening bonds between the two nations.
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The Gangetic Dolphin, also known as the Ganges River Dolphin, is a unique and endangered species
found in the freshwater rivers of India, particularly in the Ganges and Brahmaputra. Revered in Indian
culture, the Gangetic Dolphin is considered a symbol of purity and is associated with the sacred Ganges
River. Its presence is not only ecologically significant but also holds cultural importance, reflecting the
interconnectedness of nature and spirituality in India.

On the other side of this diplomatic homage, the Butanding, or whale shark, holds a special place in
Filipino culture. The largest living fish, the Butanding is a gentle giant that frequents the waters around
the Philippines. Locals regard it with awe and respect, considering it a guardian of the seas. The
Butanding has become a symbol of marine biodiversity and the need for conservation efforts in the
Philippines, emphasizing the importance of preserving the country's rich marine ecosystems.

The joint-issue miniature sheet not only underscores the diplomatic ties between India and the
Philippines but also showcases a joint commitment to marine conservation. By featuring the Gangetic
Dolphin and Butanding, these stamps become ambassadors for the protection of these remarkable
species, fostering awareness and collaboration between the two nations on environmental stewardship.




India - Mexico: Joint Issue 2010

In a vibrant celebration of the warm and friendly diplomatic ties between India and Mexico, a joint-issue
miniature sheet was released on December 15, 2010. This special set comprises two stamps featuring
captivating depictions of folk dances—the Kalbelia Dance of India and the Jarabe Tapatio of Mexico.
Beyond their rhythmic elegance, these stamps symbolize the cultural vibrancy and shared appreciation
for traditional arts that unite the two nations.

The Kalbelia Dance is a mesmerizing folk-dance form originating from the Kalbelia community of
Rajasthan, India. Known for its graceful movements and intricate footwork, the Kalbelia Dance is often
performed to the melodious tunes of traditional Rajasthani music. This dance holds deep cultural
significance, reflecting the nomadic lifestyle and rich heritage of the Kalbelia community. Recognized by
UNESCO as an Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, the Kalbelia Dance is a proud symbol of
Rajasthan's cultural identity.
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In contrast, the Jarabe Tapatio, also known as the Mexican Hat Dance, is a spirited and lively folk dance
from Mexico. Originating in the state of Jalisco, this dance is characterized by its energetic footwork,
colorful costumes, and dynamic choreography. The Jarabe Tapatio is a beloved cultural icon in Mexico,
often performed during festivals and celebrations. It embodies the country's vibrant spirit and the fusion
of indigenous and Spanish influences that shape Mexican culture.

The issuance of this joint miniature sheet not only celebrates the diplomatic relations between India and
Mexico but also highlights the cultural exchange and mutual appreciation for traditional arts. Through
the Kalbelia Dance and Jarabe Tapatio, these stamps pay homage to the rich cultural heritage and artistic
diversity that define both nations, fostering a deeper understanding and connection between their
peoples.




2nd Africa-India Forum Summit 2011

In homage to the 2nd Africa-India Forum Summit 2011, a joint-issue miniature sheet was unveiled on
May 25, 2011, featuring two stamps showcasing the majestic elephants of India and Africa. This
commemorative set not only underscores the diplomatic ties between the two regions but also pays
tribute to the cultural and symbolic significance of these iconic creatures.

Elephants hold profound national and cultural importance in both India and Africa. In India, elephants
are revered as symbols of wisdom, strength, and divinity. They feature prominently in Indian mythology
and religious traditions, often depicted as the mount of various Hindu deities such as Lord Ganesha.
Elephants also play a crucial role in Indian cultural festivals and rituals, symbolizing prosperity and
auspiciousness.

Similarly, in Africa, elephants are revered as symbols of power, grace, and resilience. They are deeply
ingrained in African folklore and traditions, representing the continent's rich wildlife heritage. Elephants
hold cultural significance across various African communities, featuring in art, folklore, and tribal
ceremonies. They are regarded with great respect and admiration, embodying the spirit of Africa's
natural landscapes and wildlife.

The issuance of this joint miniature sheet serves as a testament to the enduring bond between Africa
and India, as well as the shared appreciation for the majestic beauty of elephants. Through these
stamps, the 2nd Africa-India Forum Summit 2011 is commemorated with reverence, highlighting the
mutual respect and admiration for these magnificent creatures that transcend geographical boundaries
and cultural differences.
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The Visit of Emperor & Empress of Japan 2013

In honor of the momentous visit of the Emperor and Empress of Japan, a stamp and a miniature sheet
were issued on December 5, 2013. These stamps feature iconic landmarks—the Qutub Minar of India
and the Tokyo Tower of Japan—symbolizing the cultural exchange and diplomatic ties between the two
nations.

The Qutub Minar, located in Delhi, India, is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and one of the tallest brick
minarets in the world. Built in the 12th century, it stands as a testament to India's rich architectural
heritage and serves as a symbol of the country's historical and cultural significance. The Qutub Minar is a
renowned tourist attraction and a cherished landmark, reflecting India's glorious past and enduring
legacy.

On the other hand, the Tokyo Tower is a prominent landmark and symbol of modernity in Japan.
Standing tall in the heart of Tokyo, it is an iconic structure that offers panoramic views of the city skyline.
Built in the 1950s, the Tokyo Tower has become an integral part of Japan's cultural landscape,
representing the nation's technological advancements and urban development. It serves as a popular
tourist destination and a symbol of Japan's resilience and innovation.

The visit of
Emperor &
of Japan

The issuance of this stamp and miniature sheet not only commemorates the visit of the Emperor and
Empress of Japan but also celebrates the cultural heritage and architectural marvels of both nations.
Through the depiction of the Qutub Minar and the Tokyo Tower, these stamps highlight the enduring
friendship and mutual respect between India and Japan, bridging the gap between their rich historical
legacies and contemporary aspirations.
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India — Slovenia: Joint Issue 2014

In a delightful collaboration between India and Slovenia, India Post introduced a Miniature Sheet on
November 28, 2014. These stamps showcase the prize-winning entries from painting competitions for
children, independently organized by each country. This joint release not only celebrates the creativity
and talent of young artists but also signifies the cultural exchange and friendship between India and
Slovenia.

These events encourage children to explore their imagination, hone their artistic skills, and express their
perspectives on various themes. Beyond fostering artistic talent, children's painting competitions
promote cultural understanding, empathy, and appreciation for diversity. They provide an opportunity
for children to learn about different cultures, traditions, and values, fostering a sense of global
citizenship and interconnectedness.

The collaboration between India and Slovenia in organizing painting competitions for children
underscores the shared commitment to nurturing creativity and fostering cultural exchange. Through
these competitions, young artists from both countries can showcase their talent on an international
platform, promoting friendship and goodwill between India and Slovenia. The issuance of the stamps
and Miniature Sheet not only commemorates the artistic achievements of children but also highlights
the role of art in promoting mutual understanding and collaboration across borders.
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India-France: 50 years of Space Co-Operation

In celebration of 50 years of space cooperation between India and France, a set of two stamps and a
Miniature Sheet was unveiled on April 10, 2015. This commemorative release, themed "India-France: 50
years of Space Cooperation," features one stamp each dedicated to the two satellites, Megha-Tropiques
and SARAL, symbolizing the longstanding partnership in space exploration and research between the two
nations.
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Megha-Tropiques is a joint satellite mission between the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) and
the French National Centre for Space Studies (CNES). Launched in 2011, its primary objective is to study
the water cycle and energy exchanges in the tropical atmosphere. Equipped with advanced instruments,
Megha-Tropiques plays a crucial role in enhancing our understanding of tropical weather patterns,
climate change, and monsoon dynamics, thereby contributing to global meteorological research efforts.

SARAL (Satellite with ARGOS and ALtiKa) is another collaborative mission between ISRO and CNES,
launched in 2013. It aims to monitor ocean surface topography and study ocean circulation patterns with
high precision. SARAL's state-of-the-art altimetry payload provides valuable data for oceanographic
research, climate monitoring, and forecasting of sea level rise, aiding in the management of marine
resources and coastal ecosystems.

The release of the stamps and Miniature Sheet commemorating the 50 years of space cooperation
between India and France highlights the significance of collaborative efforts in space exploration.
Through missions like Megha-Tropiques and SARAL, the two nations have not only advanced scientific
knowledge but also strengthened bilateral ties, demonstrating the power of international collaboration
in advancing our understanding of Earth and the universe.
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3rd India-Africa Forum Summit 2015

In commemoration of the 3rd India-Africa Forum Summit in New Delhi, a striking Miniature Sheet with
six stamps was issued on October 29, 2015, showcasing the diverse wildlife of both nations. Each stamp
features iconic animals representing India and Africa, including the Indian rhinoceros, African rhinoceros,
Indian lion, African lion, blackbuck, and Thomson's gazelle.
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These animals hold significant national and cultural importance in their respective regions. The Indian
rhinoceros symbolizes strength and resilience in Indian culture, while the African rhinoceros is revered
for its role in maintaining ecological balance across the African savanna. Similarly, the Indian lion and
African lion represent courage and majesty, embodying leadership, and royalty in their native habitats.

The blackbuck of India and Thomson's gazelle of Africa are celebrated for their grace and agility,
reflecting the beauty of their natural landscapes. Through the issuance of this Miniature Sheet, India and
Africa highlight the shared commitment to wildlife conservation and biodiversity preservation. By
showcasing these emblematic species, the stamps serve as reminders of the importance of protecting
our natural heritage for future generations to cherish and enjoy.
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India-UN Women HeforShe 2016

On March 8, 2016, in commemoration of International Women’s Day, India issued a set of two stamps
and a Miniature Sheet under the theme of "HeForShe" aligning with the global campaign for gender
equality. The stamps convey a powerful message, emphasizing that girls and women are integral to
humanity, being equal and indispensable contributors alongside men. They symbolize the importance of
solidarity and collaboration between all genders in achieving gender equality and fostering a more
inclusive society.

diwiveft #fe @aEm s s
|ARTET B wEy dFIrad] wenal o
U T gh B ol o tEa
arsre & R wge e At aw
& i T &) A S @ g s
T W W wea &g AeRl @ §9
srare # 3w §% B v e W A
HTgA] RET BV | A @1 qEAri a9
= o i genl s el @ amgar
fm arn # ) S TR s anntaa
il

HeForShe: The pursuit of gender
equality and women's empowerment
is the defining challenge of the twenty-
first century. HeForShe 1s a solidarity
movement, founded by UN Women,
inviting men and boys to build on the
work of the women's movement as
equal partners in the crafting and
implementation of a shared vision of
gender equality that will benefit all of
humanity.
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ot smenfRa i et sfe aiftrssi
R el e few A arm aftert @
Feeve @) waifens safes aen €1
@1 g8 wgta Rell armio, sifis she
Iresa el A &6 & 1w o
T w8 R e | qe A e
wHagdEa $ W S S, gl S
ZAgR ¥ aawd ey adl 48 e
@i fon 4 Sea sy @ 78 990, §6

«  fore s @ 3w &)

: Gender Based Violence: Violence

against women and girls is one of the
most prevalent human rights violations
in the world. It knows no social,
economic or national boundaries.
HeForShe provides a platform on
which men and boys can prevent
gender-based violence by being
conscientious about and changing
their own attitudes, values and

MOVEMENT FOR GENDER EQUALITY  pehaviors and by ensuring that they do

not engage in discrimination or
““‘ ‘\‘\‘\‘\.\.\‘~

violence.

"HeForShe" is a global solidarity movement initiated by UN Women that calls upon men and boys to
stand up against gender inequality and advocate for women's rights and empowerment. It aims to
engage men as allies in the fight for gender equality, recognizing that achieving equality requires the
active participation of all members of society, regardless of gender. The movement encourages men to
challenge harmful stereotypes, promote women's leadership and representation, and actively support
efforts to end gender-based discrimination and violence.
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By issuing stamps under the themes of "HeForShe" and "Gender-Based Violence," India demonstrates its
commitment to advancing gender equality and ending violence against women. These stamps serve as
symbols of solidarity and advocacy, raising awareness about critical issues and inspiring collective action
to create a more just and equitable world for everyone. Through such initiatives, India reaffirms its
dedication to promoting gender equality and empowering women and girls at the national and global
levels.
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India Portugal Joint Issue 2017

On January 7, 2017, India and Portugal celebrated their cultural ties with a joint issue of two stamps and
a Miniature Sheet. The stamps prominently feature the Dandiya Dance of India and the Pauliteiros dance
of Portugal, showcasing the vibrant cultural exchanges between the two nations.

Dandiya Dance is a traditional folk dance from Gujarat, India, performed during the Navratri festival. It
involves dancers wielding colorful sticks called dandiyas, creating rhythmic patterns while dancing in
circles. The dance celebrates the victory of good over evil and is a joyful expression of community spirit
and togetherness. Dandiya holds immense cultural significance in India, symbolizing unity, festivity, and
the rich cultural heritage of Gujarat.

In contrast, the Pauliteiros dance is a traditional folk dance from Portugal, particularly popular in the
northeastern regions of the country. It is characterized by dancers wielding long sticks and performing
intricate footwork to the accompaniment of traditional music. The dance has ancient roots, dating back
to prehistoric times, and is considered a cultural treasure of Portugal. Pauliteiros dance symbolizes
resilience, tradition, and the enduring spirit of Portuguese culture.

The joint issuance of stamps featuring the Dandiya Dance and Pauliteiros dance signifies the shared
cultural bonds and mutual appreciation between India and Portugal. Through these stamps, both nations
celebrate their rich cultural heritage and artistic traditions, fostering greater understanding and
friendship between their peoples. This collaboration highlights the importance of cultural exchange in
strengthening diplomatic ties and promoting cross-cultural dialogue on the global stage.
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India Belarus Joint Issue 2017

In celebration of the 25th Anniversary of establishing Diplomatic Relations between India and Belarus, a
stamp and Miniature Sheet were issued on September 12, 2017. This commemorative release marks a
significant milestone in the diplomatic ties between the two nations, highlighting their shared
commitment to cooperation and friendship.

The issuance of the stamp and Miniature Sheet underscores the importance of the enduring diplomatic
relationship between India and Belarus. It serves as a symbol of the deepening bilateral ties and mutual
respect between the two countries, reaffirming their commitment to strengthening economic, political,
and cultural exchanges.
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As both nations continue to collaborate and engage in various fields, the stamp and Miniature Sheet
serve as reminders of the longstanding friendship and cooperation between India and Belarus. They
represent a testament to the shared values and aspirations of the two nations, fostering greater
understanding and solidarity on the global stage. Through such commemorative releases, India and
Belarus honor their diplomatic journey while looking forward to a future of continued partnership and
collaboration.
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Diwali: India Canada Joint Issue 2017

In a celebration of cultural exchange and cooperation between the Postal Administrations of India and
Canada, a set of two stamps and a Miniature Sheet was released on September 21, 2017, highlighting
the festival of Diwali. This joint issue pays homage to the vibrant traditions and shared heritage of India
and Canada, emphasizing the significance of Diwali as a unifying cultural celebration.

Diwali, also known as the Festival of Lights, holds immense national and cultural importance in India. It
commemorates the victory of light over darkness and good over evil, symbolizing hope, prosperity, and
renewal. The festival is marked by the lighting of lamps, fireworks, family gatherings, and the exchange
of sweets and gifts. Diwali transcends regional and religious boundaries, uniting people of diverse
backgrounds in joyful celebration and community spirit.

In Canada, Diwali is celebrated with equal enthusiasm and reverence among the vibrant Indian diaspora.
It has become a recognized cultural festival, embraced by Canadians of all backgrounds as a time for
reflection, gratitude, and solidarity. Diwali celebrations in Canada typically include cultural
performances, traditional rituals, and community events, fostering greater understanding and
appreciation of Indian culture among Canadians.

The issuance of the stamps and Miniature Sheet reflecting Diwali as a joint endeavor between India and
Canada underscores the strong cultural and diplomatic ties between the two nations. It serves as a
symbol of unity, friendship, and collaboration, highlighting the shared values and traditions that enrich
the multicultural tapestry of both countries. Through this commemorative release, India and Canada
celebrate the universal message of light, harmony, and goodwill that Diwali represents, promoting
cultural exchange and mutual respect on the global stage.
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India Russia Joint Issue 2017
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On October 26, 2017, India and Russia celebrated their cultural affinity with a joint issue of two stamps
and a Miniature Sheet, spotlighting the theme of folk dance. The stamps feature the Bhavai dance of
India and the Beryozka dance of Russia, showcasing the rich diversity and shared heritage between the
two nations.

The Bhavai dance, originating from the Indian state of Rajasthan and Gujarat, is a vibrant and colorful
folk dance characterized by its dynamic movements, intricate footwork, and lively music. Traditionally
performed by women, the Bhavai dance often depicts mythological stories and celebrates rural life and
agricultural prosperity. It holds significant cultural importance, serving as a symbol of tradition,
community identity, and artistic expression.

In contrast, the Beryozka dance is a graceful and elegant folk dance from Russia, characterized by its fluid
movements, precision, and synchronized choreography. Originating from the Russian tradition of circle
dances, the Beryozka dance is performed by female dancers in long, flowing dresses, evoking the beauty
and grace of Russian culture. It has become synonymous with Russian folklore and is often showcased in
cultural events and performances around the world.

The joint issuance of stamps featuring the Bhavai dance and Beryozka dance signifies the strong cultural
ties and mutual appreciation between India and Russia. Through these stamps, both nations celebrate
the richness of their respective folk traditions and showcase the beauty and diversity of their cultural
heritage. This collaboration highlights the importance of cultural exchange in fostering greater
understanding and friendship between people of different nations, promoting cultural diplomacy and
global harmony.
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India-Papua New Guinea Joint Issue 2017

On December 30, 2017, India and Papua New Guinea commemorated their cultural and diplomatic ties
with a joint issue of two stamps and a Miniature Sheet, featuring the national birds of both countries.
This special release highlights the natural beauty and biodiversity of India and Papua New Guinea while
symbolizing the friendship and cooperation between the two nations.
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The national bird of India is the Indian Peafowl, commonly known as the peacock. Renowned for its
strikingly beautiful plumage and majestic appearance, the peacock holds a significant place in Indian
culture and mythology. It is revered as a symbol of grace, beauty, and immortality, often depicted in art,
literature, and religious ceremonies across the country.

In contrast, Papua New Guinea's national bird is the Raggiana Bird-of-Paradise. Known for its vibrant
plumage and elaborate courtship displays, the Raggiana Bird-of-Paradise is indigenous to the forests of
Papua New Guinea. It holds cultural and symbolic importance among the indigenous peoples of Papua
New Guinea, representing freedom, beauty, and cultural heritage.

The joint issuance of stamps featuring the national birds of India and Papua New Guinea signifies the
shared appreciation for nature and wildlife conservation between the two countries. It serves as a
reminder of the rich biodiversity and natural treasures found in both nations, fostering greater
awareness and appreciation for the diverse ecosystems and avian species that inhabit them. Through
this collaboration, India and Papua New Guinea celebrate their cultural and ecological heritage while
strengthening bonds of friendship and mutual respect on the global stage.

India-Vietnam Joint Issue 2018

On January 25, 2018, India and Vietnam celebrated their cultural connection with a joint issue of two
stamps and a Miniature Sheet, focusing on the theme of "Ancient Architecture." This special release
showcased the Sanchi Stupa of India and the Pho Minh Pagoda of Vietnam, both iconic architectural
landmarks steeped in Buddhist heritage, symbolizing the shared cultural and historical ties between the
two nations.
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The Sanchi Stupa, located in the state of Madhya Pradesh, India, is one of the oldest and most well-
preserved Buddhist monuments in the world. Built in the 3rd century BCE by the Mauryan emperor
Ashoka, the Sanchi Stupa is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and a revered pilgrimage destination for
Buddhists. It features intricately carved stone railings and gateways, depicting scenes from the life of
Buddha and Buddhist teachings. The Sanchi Stupa holds immense cultural and historical significance,
serving as a symbol of India's rich Buddhist heritage and architectural prowess.

In Vietnam, the Pho Minh Pagoda, located in Nam Dinh province, is a revered Buddhist temple and
architectural masterpiece. Dating back to the 13th century, the Pho Minh Pagoda is renowned for its
exquisite wooden carvings, ancient statues, and serene ambiance. It is dedicated to the Buddhist monk
Minh Khong, who played a significant role in spreading Buddhism in Vietnam. The pagoda is a cherished
cultural and spiritual landmark, representing Vietnam's deep-rooted Buddhist traditions and cultural
heritage.
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The joint issuance of stamps featuring the Sanchi Stupa and Pho Minh Pagoda symbolizes the enduring
cultural and spiritual bonds between India and Vietnam. Both landmarks are not only architectural
marvels but also serve as symbols of peace, enlightenment, and cultural exchange. Through this
collaboration, India and Vietnam celebrate their shared Buddhist heritage and strengthen the bonds of
friendship and cultural cooperation between their peoples.

ASEAN- India Commemorative Summit 2018

In celebration of the 25th anniversary of the ASEAN-India Dialogue Partnership, a remarkable set of
eleven stamps and a Miniature Sheet was released on January 25, 2018. The theme of the
Commemorative Summit, "Shared Values, Common Destiny," was artfully depicted in these stamps,
which were designed to weave together the historical and civilizational links shared between ASEAN
member countries and India. The stamps pay homage to the diverse representations and interpretations
of the Ramayana, a timeless epic, across various dance, ballet, and theater art forms prevalent
throughout the ASEAN region and India.
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The Ramayana, one of the most revered ancient Indian epics, holds immense cultural and spiritual
significance in both India and ASEAN member countries. It tells the story of Lord Rama's journey, his
triumphs, and his struggles, embodying timeless values such as courage, loyalty, and righteousness. The
epic has been adapted and interpreted in a myriad of artistic forms, including traditional dance
performances, ballets, and theater productions, across Southeast Asia and India. These artistic
interpretations not only serve as a testament to the enduring influence of the Ramayana but also reflect
the cultural interconnectedness and shared heritage between India and the ASEAN region. Through the
issuance of these stamps, India and ASEAN reaffirm their commitment to preserving and promoting their
rich cultural legacy while strengthening the bonds of friendship and cooperation.

India-Iran Joint Issue 2018

On February 17, 2018, India and Iran came together to commemorate their shared commitment to trade
and commerce connectivity with a set of two stamps and a Miniature Sheet. The stamps showcased
"Deendayal Port — Kandla" of India and "Shahid Beheshti Port - Chabahar" of Iran, symbolizing the
strategic significance of these ports in enhancing economic cooperation between the two nations.
Additionally, the Miniature Sheet featured the iconic structures of the Ashokan Pillar with a lion from
India and the Achaemenid Griffin from Iran, underscoring the deep-rooted historical and architectural
connections between the two civilizations.

22




"Deendayal Port — Kandla" is India's largest port by volume of cargo handled, situated in the state of
Guijarat. It serves as a vital gateway for trade and commerce, facilitating the movement of goods to and
from India's hinterland. Similarly, "Shahid Beheshti Port - Chabahar" in Iran holds strategic importance as
a key transit hub connecting India to Central Asia and beyond. The development of this port has opened
new avenues for trade and investment, strengthening economic ties between India and Iran.

The depiction of the Ashokan Pillar with a lion and the Achaemenid Griffin on the Miniature Sheet
reflects the rich architectural history of both civilizations. The Ashokan Pillar is an ancient symbol of
India's Mauryan Empire, representing strength, resilience, and the ideals of peace and harmony
promoted by Emperor Ashoka. On the other hand, the Achaemenid Griffin symbolizes power and
majesty in lranian culture, reflecting the grandeur of the Achaemenid Empire. Through this imagery, the
Miniature Sheet pays homage to the architectural heritage of India and Iran, highlighting the enduring
cultural bonds between the two great civilizations.
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India South Africa Joint Issue 2018

On June 7, 2018, India and South Africa marked "20 Years of Strategic Partnership" with the issuance of a
set of two stamps and a Miniature Sheet. These stamps honored the legacies of "Deendayal Upadhyaya"
from India and "Oliver Reginald Tambo" from South Africa. Deendayal Upadhyaya was a prominent
Indian philosopher, political organizer, and ideologue of the Bharatiya Jana Sangh, emphasizing the
integral role of cultural nationalism and social welfare. His teachings continue to inspire socio-political
movements in India, promoting ideals of integral humanism and self-reliance. Oliver Reginald Tambo, a
key figure in South Africa's anti-apartheid struggle, served as the President of the African National
Congress (ANC) and played a pivotal role in the country's transition to democracy. His leadership and
advocacy for equality and justice resonate globally, symbolizing the triumph of human rights over
oppression.

Deendayal Upadhyaya's legacy in India is deeply ingrained in the nation's political and social fabric,
influencing policies and ideologies that prioritize holistic development and cultural preservation. His
principles of "Integral Humanism" advocate for the welfare of all sections of society, fostering unity and
inclusivity. In contrast, Oliver Reginald Tambo's contributions to South Africa's liberation movement are
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celebrated as pivotal in ending apartheid and establishing a democratic society based on equality and
justice. His leadership exemplifies resilience, perseverance, and the spirit of resistance against
oppression. Both personalities represent the shared values of freedom, democracy, and social justice
that bind India and South Africa in their strategic partnership, serving as beacons of inspiration for
generations to come.
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India - South Africa: Joint Issue 2018

On July 26, 2018, India and South Africa marked a significant milestone with the issuance of a set of two
stamps and a Miniature Sheet, commemorating the 125th anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi's
Pietermaritzburg Station incident and the birth centenary of Nelson Mandela. Mahatma Gandhi, known
as the "Father of the Indian Nation," was a prominent leader of India's independence movement and a
pioneer of nonviolent resistance. His principles of Satyagraha and Ahimsa inspired movements for civil
rights and freedom around the world. Nelson Mandela, revered as the "Father of the South African
Nation," was a key figure in the fight against apartheid and the first democratically elected President of
South Africa. His lifelong dedication to equality, justice, and reconciliation made him a global symbol of
peace and unity.

Mahatma Gandhi's impact on India's national and cultural identity is profound, shaping the nation's
ethos of nonviolence, tolerance, and social justice. His teachings continue to resonate across India and
beyond, influencing movements for human rights, environmental sustainability, and interfaith harmony.
Similarly, Nelson Mandela's legacy in South Africa is celebrated for its role in dismantling apartheid and
building a democratic society founded on principles of equality and inclusion. His commitment to
reconciliation and nation-building has left an indelible mark on South Africa's cultural and political
landscape, inspiring future generations to strive for unity and social cohesion. The joint issuance of
stamps featuring Mahatma Gandhi and Nelson Mandela serves as a poignant reminder of the enduring
friendship and shared values between India and South Africa, honoring the legacies of two visionary
leaders who dedicated their lives to the pursuit of freedom and justice.
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India Armenia Joint Issue 2018

On August 29, 2018, India and Armenia celebrated their cultural ties with the issuance of a set of two
stamps and a Miniature Sheet. These stamps featured the Manipuri dance from India and the Hov Arek
dance from Armenia, showcasing the rich diversity of traditional dance forms in both countries. The
Manipuri dance is a classical dance form originating from the northeastern state of Manipur in India. It is
characterized by graceful movements, intricate footwork, and elaborate costumes, often accompanied
by live music, and singing. The Manipuri dance holds deep cultural and religious significance in Manipuri
society, with roots tracing back to ancient Hindu mythology and Vaishnavism. It is performed on various
occasions, including festivals, rituals, and social gatherings, serving as a symbol of Manipuri cultural
identity and artistic expression.

In contrast, the Hov Arek dance is a traditional Armenian folk dance known for its energetic movements
and vibrant rhythmes. It is typically performed in a group setting, with dancers forming circles or lines and
executing synchronized steps and gestures. The Hov Arek dance is often accompanied by traditional
Armenian music, including the duduk (woodwind instrument) and dhol (drum), creating a lively and
festive atmosphere. The dance is an integral part of Armenian cultural heritage, reflecting the country's
rich history, traditions, and values. It is performed at various celebrations and events, including
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weddings, harvest festivals, and cultural gatherings, serving as a symbol of Armenian unity, resilience,
and community spirit. Through the joint issuance of stamps featuring the Manipuri dance and Hov Arek
dance, India and Armenia celebrated their shared cultural heritage and deepened their bonds of
friendship and cooperation.
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India Serbia Joint Issue 2018

On September 15, 2018, India and Serbia commemorated the 70th anniversary of their diplomatic
relations with a special issuance of two stamps and a Miniature Sheet. These stamps featured Swami
Vivekananda from India and Nikola Tesla from Serbia, honoring the contributions of these renowned
figures to their respective nations and the world. Swami Vivekananda was a revered Indian spiritual
leader, philosopher, and proponent of Vedanta and Yoga. He played a pivotal role in introducing Hindu
philosophies to the West and promoting interfaith harmony and universal brotherhood. His teachings
continue to inspire millions worldwide, emphasizing the importance of self-realization, service to
humanity, and spiritual enlightenment.
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Nikola Tesla, on the other hand, was a Serbian-American inventor, electrical engineer, and futurist known
for his groundbreaking contributions to the development of alternating current (AC) electrical systems
and numerous other inventions. He is celebrated as one of the greatest inventors and innovators of all
time, revolutionizing the field of electrical engineering and laying the groundwork for modern
technologies such as wireless communication and renewable energy. Tesla's legacy transcends national
boundaries, symbolizing innovation, scientific discovery, and the power of human ingenuity.

Both Swami Vivekananda and Nikola Tesla hold significant cultural and national importance in their
respective countries. Swami Vivekananda is revered as a key figure in India's spiritual and philosophical
heritage, with his teachings influencing various aspects of Indian culture, education, and social reform
movements. Nikola Tesla, likewise, is celebrated as a symbol of scientific excellence and innovation in
Serbia, with numerous memorials and institutions dedicated to preserving his legacy and advancing
scientific research and education. Through the joint issuance of stamps featuring these iconic figures,
India and Serbia celebrated their enduring friendship and cultural exchange while paying tribute to the
remarkable contributions of Swami Vivekananda and Nikola Tesla to humanity.

India — Republic of Korea Joint Issue 2019

On July 30, 2019, a commemorative set consisting of two stamps and a Miniature Sheet was released,
featuring Princess Suriratna from India and Queen Heo from the Republic of Korea. This issuance
celebrated the historical and cultural connections between the two nations through the depiction of
these significant figures. Princess Suriratna, also known as Heo Hwang-ok, is believed to have been an
Indian princess who married King Suro of Geumgwan Gaya, an ancient Korean kingdom. According to
legend, Princess Suriratna's marriage to King Suro marked the beginning of the Kim clan in Korea, making
her an important figure in Korean history and culture.
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Similarly, Queen Heo is a revered figure in Korean history, known for her role as the consort of King Suro
and her contributions to the founding of the Gaya confederacy. Queen Heo is celebrated for her wisdom,
leadership, and devotion to her husband and kingdom. Her story exemplifies the cultural exchange and
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diplomatic ties between India and Korea during ancient times, highlighting the enduring bonds of
friendship and cooperation between the two nations.

Both Princess Suriratna and Queen Heo hold significant national and cultural importance in their
respective countries. Princess Suriratna's story reflects the historical connections between India and
Korea, serving as a symbol of cultural exchange and mutual respect. Similarly, Queen Heo's legacy is
celebrated in Korea as a symbol of strength, resilience, and unity. Through the issuance of stamps
featuring these iconic figures, India and the Republic of Korea pay tribute to their shared history and
cultural heritage, fostering greater understanding and appreciation between their peoples.

India UAE Joint Issue 2022
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In July 2022, the Emirates Post Group and India Post jointly launched commemorative Miniature sheet to
mark two significant milestones: the 75th anniversary of India's independence and the 50th anniversary
of the UAE's formation. These stamps serve as a symbol of the enduring friendship and growing
partnership between the two nations, highlighting their shared history and mutual respect. The
collaboration between Emirates Post Group and India Post underscores the deepening cultural and
diplomatic ties between India and the UAE, reflecting the spirit of cooperation and solidarity that
characterizes their relationship.

The issuance of these commemorative stamps holds significant national and cultural importance for
both India and the UAE. It not only commemorates major milestones in their respective histories but
also celebrates the strong bonds of friendship and cooperation that have developed over the years. The
stamps serve as a tangible symbol of the close relationship between India and the UAE, reflecting shared
values, interests, and aspirations. By highlighting their history and current relationship, these stamps
contribute to fostering greater understanding and appreciation between the peoples of India and the
UAE, promoting cultural exchange and mutual respect on the global stage.
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India Turkmenistan Joint Issue 2022

India and Turkmenistan issued a joint issue Miniature sheet in 2022 to celebrate the 30th anniversary of
their relationship. The joint issue of Commemorative Postage Stamp celebrates this natural friendship of
India and Turkmenistan through the traditional art of singing and dancing i.e. Sankirtana and Kushtdepdi.
These traditional dances and singing forms of India and Turkmenistan are part of UNESCO's
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity

Sankirtana encompasses an array of arts performed to mark religious occasions and various stages in the
life of the Vaishnava people of the Manipur plains. Sankirtana practices Centre on the temple, where
performers narrate the lives and deeds of Krishna through song and dance. Sankirtana works in harmony
with the natural world, whose presence is acknowledged through its many rituals.

Kushtdepdi is a performing art involving creative poeticizing focused on good feelings and wishes. It
involves singing with vocal improvisation and dancing with movements of the hands, gestures, and
footsteps in accordance with the tune of the song. The rite serves as a tool for conveying good wishes
and is an inseparable part of ceremonies and national celebrations.

Diplomatic Relation between India — Egypt 2023

India and Egypt are celebrating the 75th Anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations this
year. The joint announcement of establishment of diplomatic relations at ambassadorial level was made
by the two countries on 18 August 1947. President of Egypt H.E. Mr. Abdel Fattah El Sisi is the Chief
Guest on India's Republic Day-2023. India has also invited Egypt as 'Guest Country' during its G-20
Presidency this year.

The Ganga and the Nile are symbols of faith, culture and traditions that have defined the great
civilizations of India and Egypt respectively. In India, the Ganga has a profound religious, cultural,
commercial, and industrial significance. For an Indian, nothing can match the ever-lasting divinity of the
holy Ganga. River Ganga provides water to a large portion of India's population and is considered as a
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lifeline of the country. Similarly in Egypt, over the course of millennia, the ancient Egyptians have
developed a distinctive culture shaped in their geography, natural resources, and relationship with the
Nile. Every aspect of life in Egypt revolved around the Nile. The commemorative postage stamp aptly
captures the significance of the Ganga and the Nile to depict the strong bonds between two nations.

75 Years of India-Luxembourg Friendship 2023

The diplomatic relations between India and Luxembourg were established in 1948. The two countries are
celebrating 75 years of diplomatic relations during 2023. India and Luxembourg have traditionally
enjoyed warm and friendly bilateral relations with cooperation extending to various multilateral and
international forums. Amar Nath Sehgal, renowned sculptor, represents the strong bonds of friendship
and cultural connect between India and Luxembourg.
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Amar Nath Sehgal is a unique symbol of the friendship between the two countries and has contributed
significantly to the people-to-people ties. His birth centenary was commemorated during 2022. In
recognition of his body of work which also personifies India-Luxembourg Friendship, the Postal
Departments of two countries have come up with a Joint Issue to commemorate the occasion. The
sculpture of artist Sehgal named ‘The Friends’ is an impressive & poignant work of art and a beautiful
example of artist’s close relationship and friendship with Luxembourg. The sculpture ‘Flute Player’ is
another remarkable work of art representing the spirit of Lord Krishna.

G20 Leaders’ Summit, 2023

The G20 is the premier forum for international economic cooperation that plays an important role in
shaping & strengthening global governance and in working towards sustainable and balanced global
growth. The Group of Twenty (G20) comprises 19 countries (Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China,
France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Republic of Korea, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South
Africa, Turkiye, United Kingdom, United States of America), and the European Union. The G20 members
represent around 85% of the global GDP, over 75% of the global trade, and about two-thirds of the world
population.

India took over the Presidency of the G20 on 1 December 2022, and will hold it for a period of one-year
upto 30 November 2023. The theme of India’s G20 Presidency - ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ or ‘One Earth
- One Family - One Future’, drawn from the ancient Sanskrit text of the Maha Upanishads, affirms the
value of all life — human, animal, plant, and microorganisms — and their interconnectedness in the wider
universe. The theme also spotlights LiFE (Lifestyle for Environment), with its associated, environmentally
sustainable, and responsible choices, leading to globally transformative actions resulting in a cleaner,
greener future.
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India Vietnam Joint Issue 2023

India and Vietnam share traditionally close and cordial bilateral relations. Mahatma Gandhi and
President Ho Chi Minh, regarded as the Father of Nation in India and Vietnam respectively, led people in
their heroic struggle against colonialism in their respective countries. India was the Chairman of the
International Commission for Supervision and Control formed pursuant to the Geneva Accord of 1954 to
facilitate the peace process in Vietnam. India established full diplomatic relations with unified Vietnam
on 7 January 1972.
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India & Vietnam has a lot of affinity in sports also. A martial art with a legacy of more than 3000 years,
Kalaripayattu, the traditional martial art form of Kerala, India is regarded as the oldest and most
scientific of all martial arts in the world. Kalaripayattu combines a wide range of combat techniques from
empty hand combat to a wide range of weaponry including long staff, short stick, curved stick, sword and
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shield, spear, mace, and flexible sword (urumi). A blend of yoga, meditation, relaxation, and self-defense
techniques, Kalaripayattu these days is gaining prominence and popularity.

In Vietnam, (Vovinam Viet Vo Dao) was founded by Grand Master Nguyen Loc in 1936, with the desire to
improve the self-defense and fighting ability of Vietnamese people in the fight to expel the French
colonialists and to gain national independence. Vovinam combines the quintessence of traditional
Vietnamese martial arts and the world’s martial arts, being famous for high-flying and neck-clamping
blows. So far, Vovinam has been developed with more than 2 million students in many countries and
territories around the world. In 2011, Vovinam was first included in the official competition program at
the 26th SEA Games held in Indonesia.

Diplomatic Relations between India and Mauritius 2023

India and Mauritius share a longstanding bilateral relationship that spans several decades. While formal
diplomatic relations began 75 years ago in 1948, the arrival of Indians in Mauritius dates to the early
18th century, when Indian artisans and masons were brought to Mauritius under French Colonial rule.
Since independence, both India and Mauritius have been walking hand in-hand in their journey of nation
building, economic growth, and development. From being a low-income, monocrop economy, Mauritius
has emerged as a beacon of democracy, pluralism, and prosperity. The bonds between the two countries
have grown stronger over the decades with close cooperation in maritime security, development
partnership, capacity-building, culture, people to-people ties, and cooperation in international fora.
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The Mauritius Kestrel, Falco punctatus, was declared as the National Bird of Mauritius on the 30th
Anniversary of the Republic of Mauritius on 12 March 2022. An endangered species, the Mauritius
Kestrel is endemic to the island of Mauritius. It usually nests in natural cavities on cliffs, ravines, and
trees in the south-eastern and southwestern regions of the island. The upper part of the Kestrel’s
plumage is brown with black barring, while the under part is white with dark spots. The ‘Mauritius
Kestrel Recovery Program’ being implemented since 1973, under which, Kestrel chicks have been hand
reared and successfully translocated to endemic regions of Mauritius, is hailed today as one of the
world’s most successful initiatives to save a bird species from extinction.

In 1963, the Indian Peacock was declared the National Bird of India, since it embodies India’s rich fauna
and is considered sacred in Indian mythology and culture. With its magnificent iridescent blue-green
plumage, and attributes such as joy, beauty and grace, the Indian Peacock embodies the vibrant spirit of
India.

33




Celebrating India and Oman's Friendship 2023

India and Oman are linked by geography, history, and culture and enjoy warm and cordial relations.
While people-to-people contact between India and Oman can be traced back to 5000 years, diplomatic
relations were established in 1955, which got upgraded to a Strategic Partnership in 2008. After that, the
political engagement between the two countries has taken on a more strategic shape. As a mark of this
special friendship, India has extended an invitation to the Sultanate of Oman to participate as a guest
country during India’s Presidency of the Group of 20 nations (G-20). This is a symbol of the time-tested
friendship between India and Oman and opens new possibilities for deepening cooperation between the
two countries.

Dandiya Raas is a popular folk dance from the state of Gujarat in India. Dandiya Raas is a rhythmic dance
performed by young people moving around in a circle in measured steps to the beat of dandiya or sticks
that they carry in their hands. The rhythm is maintained by the clacking sticks, with clapping hands
keeping pace. The Dandiya Raas is performed with traditional songs and folk tunes to the beat of the
dhol and the wind instrument Shehnai. It is associated with the autumn festival of Navaratri.

A key component of Oman’s artistic heritage is Al Razha, an ancient folk art widely known across the
Sultanate. It is a choreographed duel between two fighters, called Zavenin, armed with swords and
shields and accompanied by passages recited by great poets. This magnificent performance is considered
an artistic display of people’s celebration and happiness. It was primarily used as a call to arms, a
declaration of victory or was a form of traditional celebration and entertainment during holidays and
gatherings.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the issuance of joint issue Miniature Sheets by India reflects the nation's commitment to fostering
diplomatic ties, cultural exchanges, and friendships with countries around the world. Each set of stamps celebrates
shared histories, cultural heritages, and significant milestones, serving as tangible symbols of unity and cooperation
on the global stage. These commemorative stamps not only honor iconic figures, landmarks, and events but also
deepen the bonds between nations, promoting mutual understanding and appreciation. Through these
collaborative endeavors, India continues to showecase its rich cultural heritage while strengthening its diplomatic
relationships, contributing to a more interconnected and harmonious world.
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