
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 
 

FIRST DEFINITIVE ISSUE 
1961 – 1974 

 
THE ½ CENT KINGFISHER STAMPS 

 
 
 
The ½ cent Kingfisher Stamp (the African Pygmy Kingfisher - Ispidina picta) was issued on 
31 May 1961 together with stamps of the value of 1 c, 1½ c, 2 c, 2 ½ c, 3 c, 5 c, 7½ c, 10 c, 
12½ c, 20 c, 50 c and 1 Rand. 
 
The ½ c, 1½ c, 2½ c, 5 c and 20 c stamps have the Coat of Arms watermark sideways and the 
½ c and 1½ c values have a perf of approximately 15 x 14. 
 
In 1963/64, the 1961 set of stamps were issued again, this time on chalky paper, but with 
designs redrawn and a new 15 c value. The ½ c and 2 ½ c values have the R.S.A watermark 
sideways with the perf at approximately 15 x 14. 
 
In the period 1967 to 1971, some of the designs were redrawn and printed on Swiss or Harrison 
paper with the R.S.A watermark tête-bêche. The stamps have fluorescence on the front. 
 
In 1968, the ½ c and 1 c stamps were redesigned with the with the R.S.A watermark tête-bêche 
sideways on the ½ c value. The perf is 14 x 13½.  
 
In 1969 to 1972, new values were added and phosphor bands of 3 or 5 mm were printed onto 
the stamps. The R.S.A watermark tête-bêche sideways on the ½ c value. 
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