FROM THE WINGS OF THE GREEK GODS TO THE WINGS OF THE MORTALS

INTRODUCTION

This exhibit briefly tells the story of man’s quest for flight and highlights a few notable historical events - from the
era of Ancient Greece when the gods were portrayed with wings, to the present day. The history of aviation extends
from the earliest forms of flight such as kites and balloons to supersonic and hypersonic flight by jet aircraft, as well
as flight beyond the atmosphere of Earth, with mankind’s desire to travel to other planets in our Universe. The
development of the ability to fly has also impacted on warfare as well as on the delivery of the mail.
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South African Aviation Corps pilots wings*

Self-stick airmail postcard rate postage stamp
from larger set issued in a miniature sheet

* The South African Aviation Corps was formed 5 February 1915
and ceased to function as a separate unit from the end of the South
West African campaign in October 1915. The title South African Air
Force was first used officially on 1 February 1923
when the SAAF was listed under the provisions of the
reconstituted SA Defence Act when it was listed
as one of the corps of the Permanent Force.

“To earn ones wings” means a pilot has officially obtained
the necessary qualifications and earmned a pilot’s licence.
Pilots wings are also known as pilot badges or aviator badges.
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