3. SACRED GANGES

sz_/aharlal Nehru, a religious iconoclast himself, asked for a handful of his ashes to be thrown into the Ganges. "The Ganga," he wrote in his will, "is the river of India, beloved of her people, round which are intertwined her
racial memories, her hopes and fears, her songs of triumph, her victories and her defeats. She has been a symbol of India's age-long culture and civilization, ever-changing, ever-flowing, and yet ever the same Ganga." Mahatma
Gandhi said “Hinduism is like the Ganga, pure and unsullied at its source but taking in its course the impurities in the way. Even like the Ganga it is beneficent in its total effect. It takes a provincial form in every province, but the
inner substance is retained everywhere” (Hindu Dharma, 1950). Rabindranath Tagore stayed in a houseboat on the Padma River (the main channel of the Ganges River), in close contact with village folk, and his sympathy for
them became the keynote of much of his later writing. Tagore came to love the Bengali countryside, most of all the Padma River, an often-repeated image in his verse.
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