
GHQ Army Post Office; 

This Honour Envelope was posted from datestamp 181 on 26th November 1944 to New Delhi, India. It was delivered at the GHQ APO NEW 

DELHI on 29th November 1944 viaNew Delhi datestampon 28th November 1944

181 was part of datestamp numbers which were type of security marks supplied through Army HQ to the commands for distributionto Civil 

Offices for use at Camp P.Oôs or on Forces mail received at larger P.O.ôs. for purposes of censorship, concessions and circulation 1 to 700 were 

manufactured. 1 to 200 were allotted through HQ Eastern Command. 201 to 500 were allotted through HQ Southern Command (Brig DS Virk)

In January 1942 Postal directorate was setup in GHQ Initially the FPO s were under the control of PMG Bombay. This  G.H.Q.A.P.O. NEW 

DELHI (DELY) postmark was seen on 6th March 1945 but this is dated 29th November 1944 (E B Proud)

It bears the triangle with Field Censor 235 and circular Unit Censor F336 all in violet colour 51



Base Postal Depot, Bombay

A registered letter cover from Trichur , India(R57) to a person serving in the Indian Forces. ½ as and 6as India KG VI affixed

The cover has been returned to the sender from Base Postal Depot, Bombay with a label as shown A

At the reverse an acknowledgment card  B (front side) C (reverse) has been stuck with the postmark

BASE POSTAL DEPOT BOMBAY / óDôBR 20 AUG 43 /REGN

On 14th January 1941, the Base Postal Depot was transferred from Delhi to Bombay. Originally a Postal Clearing Section, Mail Tracing and 

Enquiry but shed its duties as Record Office when a purely military (not postal) unit was opened in 1941 to redirect forces mail. It moved to the 

Base Postal Depot in 1942 and became D Section later it was transferred to GHQ 2nd Echelon (Jhansi)      (EB Proud)

A

B

C
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Base Postal Depot D-RLO (continued)

This cover originated from Dehra Dun, India and is addressed to Mrs D Campbell c/o Imperial Bank, New Delhi on  September 1942. It bears 

multiple redirected addresses, the most visible are - it has been redirected to Medical Directorate, GHQ New Delhi then redirected to another 

address within the GHQ, New Delhi and then finally to Kaulagarh Tea Estate, Dehra Dun. 1 ½ as India King George stamp affixed.

It bears a boxed Address Not Known in GHQ Postal Clearing House in violet and Further Address not known in black. Both are indicated 

with a handstamp.

A label has been stuck on which the handstamp -RLO BASE POSTAL DEPOT BOMBAY is boxed in black and with the datestamp of RLO 

BASE POSTAL DEPOT BOMBAY 25th  November 1942. The prominent datestamp of Dehra Dun is 28th November 1942

During the war, if the address was confidential then it could be addressed to the bank. This c/o bank address would have beenshared by the 

sender in the earlier mail. The banks then would redirect accordingly as per the list with them.

Base Postal Depot which combined the vital tasks of an overseas mail and Sorting Centre, Returned Letter Office (RLO) and Record Office for 

the P&T personnel on field service, it was raised in New Delhi in November 1940 and opened in Bombay in January 1941. During thenext six 

years the Depot was strengthened many times. It acquired additional responsibilities such as mail tracing and enquiry and shed its duties as 

Record Office.

It was decided in November 1942 to concentrate the main tracing work at the military record office called GHQ 2nd Echelon (India) which was 

raised at Jhansi in February 1943 and the tracing work was transferred to it by the old Postal Section. 



2nd EchelonGHQ (I) India, Jhansi, India

Tracing recordoffice, GHQ(I) for the undeliverablemail was locatedat

Jhansi. During war, battlefield casualtiesand constantunplannedtroop

movementinvariablyproducelargequantitiesof undeliverablemail.

The bulk of the untracedletterswere addressedto British Personnel,it

wasdecidedin November1942 to concentratethe main tracingwork at

the military record office called GHQ 2nd Echelon (India) which was

raisedat Jhansiin February1943andthe tracingwork wastransferredto

it by the old PostalSection. In addition to referring to military records,

thePostalUnit built its own CardIndexof Officers,This wasusedby the

two (India and South East Asia ) Echelons. Between1942 and March

1946 the unit receivednearly 7,000,000 items of undeliveredmail and

telegramsand was able to trace all but 50,000 pieces. This unit was

dispersedin May 1947andthe outstandingmail tracingwork wasgiven

back to the PostalSectionof the O2ETracingrecordoffice, GHQ(I) for

the undeliverablemail was located at Jhansi. During war, battlefield

casualtiesand constantunplannedtroop movementinvariably produce

largequantitiesof undeliverablemail.
(continued)
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2nd EchelonGHQ (I) India, Jhansi, India (continued)

As per the rule, the Army PostalService was to deliver mail to the unit to which it wasaddressed. If an addresseewasnot

presentwith theunit andhis addresswasnot known,his mail wasto besentto Headquarters2nd Echelon,wherecompleteand

uptodaterecordswereavailableof all unitsandindividual movements. Mail which couldnot betracedevenin the2nd Echelon,

wasto besentbackto theBasePostalDepotfor returnto thesenders

In the caseswherethe addresseehad been'killed in action' or was reported'missing'extremecarewas takento ensurethat

returnedmail did notarriveat thesender'saddressbeforetheofficial notificationhadbeenissued.

This particular cover postedfrom England bearsa handstamp- Found openor damagedand officially securedPO O2E

(I) in violet and then it hasbeenredirected to Abbottabad, undivided India . This hasbeendoneon the IAF z-2253titled

LAST LOCATION AT O2E(I)
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Base Postal Depot, Bombay

A cover posted from Advance BPO No 15 at Manipur Road on 21stAugust 1944 to Switzerland. 2 *8 as, 2*1 a India KG VI affixed The cover has  

transited thru Base Postal Depot, Bombay on 31stAugust 1944 then onwards to Egypt withEPPIT PAYS TO LEND slogan cancel dated 6 

September 1944 thenthe datestamp of Cairo 2 on 15th September 1944 then it bears two LisboaCentral datestamp of 26th February 1945.

It bears the Indian censor strip Opened By Examiner P C 90, the Indian Field Censor 20 in triangle and circular Unit Censor  N 245. In Egypt the 

cover was affixed the Opened by the Censor strip with the circular 91 Censorship Dept handstamp

The octagonal Postal Censor in violet was recorded at Cairo 

The Base Postal Depot combined the vital tasks of an overseas Mail and Sorting Centre, Returned Letter Office and Record Office for the P&T 

personnel on field service. On 14th January 1941, the Base Postal Depot was transferred from Delhi to Bombay. (EB Proud)
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Base Postal Depot, Bombay (continued)

The soldier has mentioned his address as -Capt. R F Kellaway, c/o Grindlays & Co. Ltd (Bankers), Bombay, India dated 20th August 1944.

Excerpts from the letter ñ

ñI have been living in conditions which have made it impossible for me to write to you earlieré.I have received news that it (writing case as a 

parcel) arrived in India in June. Unfortunately the parcel was insured and although it was dispatched from Bombay it is not possible for the Post 

Office to send an insured parcel to this area. I am now endeavouring to trace which Post Office is holding the parcel and I hopeto be able to 

arrange for it to be sent to me by another route
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Insufficiently paid letters and parcels

Interestingly this letter has been posted without a cover or a postage stamp, it 

bears the date stamp of Indian Section Base Office No. 10 at Ranchi, India on 

5th September 1942 to England. 

It bears the  cachet TREAT AS PREPAID AND DELIVER FREE 

CALCUTTA GPO in black, the circular Passed By Censor No 3257 in violet 

and the black octagonal ñPassedò steel stamp with DHA/30 (Calcutta) which 

was supplied to the stations in India in March 1942 and the 

The Army Mail Section was located with Calcutta GPO and placed in charge 

of a senior P&T Officer Major KC Sen, a veteran of First World War. An APS 

liaison Officer was stationed in Calcutta in July 1942 to ensure speedy 

clearance of army mails through the existing P &T channels as it was the mail 

centre for the Assam and Arakanfronts.

On May 1941, the Defence Department agreed to pay the deficiency of 

insufficiently paid letters and parcels. Later on, it paid full postage on the 

unpaid letters as return of these letters to senders could give them a wrong 

impression about the well being and safety of the addressees. The cost was 

borne by the Defence Funds but all concerned were warned not to give any 

publicity to this practice.

In June 1942, the troops serving in the field service areas in India were 

granted the same free surface mail concession as the troops overseas. This 

concession was extended to some other specified areas in August. (Brig DS Virk)
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Army Mail ExchangeOffice

The registeredPrintedcover with On His

MajestyôsServicewaspostedfrom CAMP

PO A ï87 on 28th February1947 to HQ

Malaya Command,SEAC.2*1 ½ as, 1 a

India King GeorgeVI Service stamps

affixed

In early 1946, 12 ABPO and SEABPO

(openedin 1944 to deal exclusivelywith

the SEAC mail) were disbanded,their

remainingdutiesweretakenoverby anew

mail office called the Army Mail

ExchangeOffice which dealtwith mailsof

FPO s serving in South East Asia and

Japan.

On cessationof armypostalfacilities,The

AMEO transferredits responsibilitiesfor

theFPOs in Japanto CalcuttaGPO.
(Brig DSVirk)



FPO

6.      Indian Field Post Office

(FPO) 
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FPO 1

This stamplessHonourEnvelopewaspostedat FPO 1 on

2nd March 1941 to Bangalore,India. It arrived at its destinationon

13th March 1941 with a delivery cachet Buy Defence Savings

Certificate

FPO 1 was recorded10th -16th October1935 and on 21st October

1940 at Nahakki Camp (Peshawar). Equipmentwas still held by

PeshawarBrigadein theSecondWorld War (E B Proud)

It bearsExaminedBy Censorstrip AFW 3312 and two different

numberedtriangle PassedBy Censor,By Air and a faint circular

handstampall in violet

The PeshawarBrigade was formed in September1939, for service

on the North West Frontier. In thosedays war preparationwere to

countera possibleRussianthrust throughAfghanistanandnot a war

in Europe,Far or Middle East. As the war progressedit wasnormal

practicefor newly formedbattalionsto be postedto the North West

Frontierfor servicebeforebeingsentto Africa, Burmaor Italy.

Between1849and1947theinhabitantsof themountainousno-man's-

land located between the administeredareas of the North-West

FrontierProvince(NWFP) andAfghanistanposedan insistentthreat

to thesecurityof British India.
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FPO 12

The envelope posted from FPO 12 at P. Sudan, Sudan on26th April 1941 to Secunderabad, India;2* ½ a India KGVI  and 8as India KG VI 

Mail Lorry  stamp is  affixed

It bears the censor strip, Triangle with a crown Passed By Censor No 2828 in violet, the Black triangle Passed By Censor at Karachi

FPO 12  was held in reserve in Egypt from July1943 until October1943. The FPO was stationed at Nicosia from November 1943 to 2nd December 

1944, it then moved to Famagusta, Cyprus finally leaving for India via Egypt embarking at Port Tewfik, Egypt on 26th February 1946, disbanded 

at Nagpur on 15th May 1946 (E. B. Proud)
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