Major (later Brig) DD Vohra

He was commissionedn 5th battalion1st PunjabRegimentin Mar/Apr 1943
saw action in Burma, post war, he was part of BCOF, Japan 1947 onwards
after India'sIndependencedhe servedwith The DograRegimentas 1st Punjab
was assignedto Pakistan Post 1947He commandedhe Army Intelligence
School, 2 Dogra, 16 Dogra, Dogra RegimentalCentre and was the Indian
Military Attachéin Pakistarfrom 1969to 1971

In 1943 after completingOTS, Bangalore he joined 5/1 Punjabat Jaintiapur
near Silchar, then they movedto Ranchi In Aug 1943 he moved with the
regimentto Chittagong On 5th Februaryl944they werein defensiveposition
guardingthe MountbattenBridge They facedthe enemyin Razabilarea The
battalion clearedJapaneseccupiedPoint 144 which stoodin the way of the
114th Brigade s advanceto Buthidaung They crossedKalapanzinriver to
rejoin 71st Indian Infantry Brigade Theretheyfoughtthe enemyaroundSin-
ohbyin Theregimentthensecuredhe ButhidaungMaungdawroadin orderto
establisha defensive line for the approaching monsoon On 5th May the
Japaneseraided the 71st Indian infantry Brigade The Brigade withdrew
northwardstowards26 Indian Div monsoonlocation In Nov they movedto
Coconadan the eastcoastof India to commencdraining for assaultlanding
in combinedopsat Ramredslandin January1945

He wasMentionedin Dispatchedor the BurmaCampaign
(Sources/1stPunjabwar diary) (continued)
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Major (later Brig) DD Vohra (continued)

The stampless letter was posted filBRO 72 at Pyinmana, Burma on 29 October 194%0 Maj (later Brig) D. D. Vohra, 5/1 Punjab
Regiment c/o 23 ABPO, Nasik, Indialt arrived at its destination on B8@ctober1943. (Genuine error)

5/1 Punjab was based around Nasik and were preparing to leave for BCOF duties in Japan. The letter was written Bleett(JAS500)
who was the Brigade Commander oft"@ddian Infantry Brigade which was part of 19th Infantry Division. He was awarded Bar to DSD c
June 1946 (London Gazette) for his Br i ga dReguyanastoresiscireMayg dndiduneo p

1945. He had commanded the 5/1 Punjab from June 1943 to January 1945. Maj DD Vohra was commissiorféBunjalbith March/April
1943, Brig JG-lewettwas his first commanding officer

204
FPO 72 travelled between India and Burma and Malaya. It was disbanded at Nagpur, Indidwdy 1846(E.B. Proud) (continued)



Major (later Brig) DD Vohra (continued)

EXTRA

. Fox Trot . Fox Trot

« Ruick Step PRy < D). Rumba

» Slow Fox Trot Slow Fox Trot

. Rumba s R g 2. Waltz

5. Waltz . A 50 3. Tango
Tango ] 4 Walt
. Fox Trot
. Slow Fox Trot
PIPERS

HAZARA DANCE GOD SAVE THE KING

Buffet Supper from 10 p.m,

Capt. (later Brig.) D D Vohrai
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Major (later Brig) DD Vohra (continued)

SubMaj Lall Khan
15t Punjab Regiment

S\lb.-Maj. Lall Khan, Bahadur, O.5.1., M.B.E.,
5/1st Punjab Regiment.
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Lieutenant SM. Khan, Military Cross

An outgoingcover postedfrom Dehradun/)ndia to Lieutenant SM. Khan, Military Cross
from 1/2 Punjab Regimentiocatedin the Middle East PartialPostDepotdatestamps seenon
thereversewith 1943This bearsa censorstrip OpenedBy Examiner P.C.90 andthe black
octagonah P a s stemldt@ampwhich wassuppliedto the stationsin India in March1942. It
alsobearsaviolet DHB/64 (Karachi)

This coverbearsthe correctaddresgpanelto be usedby correspondentt the personnebf the
Middle EastForces. The focal centreof air communicationfrom India to Westwas Karachi
surprisingly it also servicedthe mail of troopsin Malaya and Burma, thus the Air Postal
Depot,Karachiwasestablishedn July 1941An exceptionwasin 1944whenSEAC openedat
Calcuttato dealwith their mail. An The new addresdor the Forcesairmail wasc/o BaseAir
PostDepot The Middle EastCommand hadissuedordersfor the promulgationof its famous
Middle EastForceaddressOnceit reacheshe BaseAir PostalDepotit would accordingly
directit to thelocationof the addresshttps//mww.thefridaytimescom/frommaiwandto-el-alamein/)

Military Cross citation
On 22 July 1942In the Battle of El Alamein (RuweisetRidge)this officer led his company
throughheavyartillery andmachinegunfire, with the enemytanksin the vicinity andcleared
a passagehroughthe minefield for Allied armouredorcesto passthrough He led the assault
ontheridgewith the utmostdashanddeterminationsecuredhe position,andcapturedovera
hundredand fifty prisoners He displayedthroughoutcourageand leadershipof the highest
orderanda completedisregardof personabdangerandwasawardedMilitary Cross

The 1/2 Punjab Regimentservedin India, Aden, Somaliland, Italian East Africa, Egypt
and Italy, during the SecondWorld War. PostPartitionthe Regimentremainedn India and
is presentlythe 1 Bn ParachutdRegiment(SpecialForces) (continued) 207



Lieutenant SM. Khan, Military Cross (continued)

In 1880a military legendwasbornon the dustyplainseastof Helmandby the rearguardof the 66 Footandthe standat Maiwandof its
last elevensoldierswho perishedn afinal charge The architectof the British defeatwas SardarAyub, the Emir of Afghanistanwho
wassubsequentlgeposedndtravelledto India in exile with his elevenwives,fifteen sonsandtendaughters

WhereasGeneraldé B oRwnlerts(later C-in-C India) had defeatedhis ancestorat the Battle of KandaharAfzal Khan, SardarAy u b 6 s
grandsorfoughtbravelywith the Commonwealtiirroopsand GeneralAuchinleck,the last C-in-C India, awardedColonel SardarAfzal
Khanof the 1/2nd Punjabisandthe Guidesinfantry with the Military Cross

SardarAfzal wasa late entryinto thearmy Bornin 1911in Dehradunwheresomemembersf SardarAy u lhlaindy hadbeensettled,
he obtainedan EmergencyCommissionin 1941 at the age of 30 years He was postedto 1/2nd Punjabiswhich is the seniormost
battalionof the Indian Army. Its predecessoraere raisedduring the CarnaticWars and the regimentwas awardedthe insignia of a
galley, becauseby 1824 it hadfoughtin eight overseasampaignsAt the early stagesof the SecondWorld War, it was part of the
5 Indian Division, the first formationof the Indian Army to sail for Africa. It battledthe Italiansduring the EritreanCampaignbefore
beingthrustinto North Africa againstthe GermanAfrika Corps In April 1942 the 1/2nd with its parent161st Infantry Brigade had
returnedto Egyptfrom Cypruswhereit hadbeengarrisonedagainsta Germaninvasionandwasreorganizedasa motor brigadefor the
First Battle of Alamein

At the end of the war he was a temporaryMajor. At Independencéis family migratedto Pakistanfrom Dehradunand SardarAfzal
optedfor the PakistanArmy along with his brother Sardarlsmail, who was transferredto the Army ServiceCorpsand retiredasa

Brigadier

On promotion,SardarAfzal commandedhe Guidesinfantry and movedwith the battalionto servein EastPakistan H servedasan
instructorat the Command& Staff Collegein Quetta Thereaftethe commanded&hob Militia andfollowing his retirementin 1958 he
wasthe directorof administrationof the CentralTreaty Organization(CENTO)in Ankara, Turkey He eventuallyemigratedo the UK

in his sixtiesandpassedawayin April 1991attheageof 79. (continued)
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Lieutenant S.M. Khan, Military Cross (continued)

Lt. SirdarAfzal Khan and his citation for the MC signedby some Sardar Ayub, Emir of Afghanistan, the grandfather of
of thefamouscommanderén thetheatre Sardar Afzal

The last stand of eleven men from 66 foot at Battle of
Gen Alexander,C-in-C Middle East,Lt. Gen B.L. Montgomery, Maiwand

GOCEighthArmy, andLt GenHorrocks CommandeB0 Corps
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Captain (later Colonel) William Innes Moberly C.B.E

T ‘ ‘
| BY AIR MAIL g . . . .
gy Avion | & < An outgoingcover postedfrom Mashobralndia on 2 April 1943to Captain W.I. Moberly
from 3/12 Frontier Force Regiment locatedin the Middle East 8as India KGVI stamp
affixed .It bearsa censorstrip Examinedby BaseCensorJargedeputychief censorstampin

blueandaboxedl14. PartialBasePostOffice postmarkis visible

Airmail to the soldierswassentfrom Air BasePostalDepot,Karachifrom thereit wassent
to its destination|Initially from India, it wentto Egyptianpostaladministratiorwho passedt
to Base Postal Depot after customclearance In 1941 the DADAPS arrived, then direct
vouchingof mail wasstartedbetweenndiaandBPO. Theair mail centrewasin Cairowhere
landing facility was availablefor flying boatsaswell asto land planes At the beginning
therewasonly weekly servicebetweenKarachiand Cairo. transittime rangedbetween? to
12 days, frequencywas steppedup to two servicesin May 1941 In August 1943 three
flights a week,thendaily flights in 1945Air PostalDepot, Karachiwas establishedn July
1941to procesdorcesair mail in Iraq, PersiaandfurtherWest(Brig D S Virk)

The 3/12h FFR was part of the 5" Indian Infantry Division_during the East
African and Western Desert Campaigns The 3/12th FFR was all but destroyed at El
Adem on 15 June 1942 It was reformedin Egypt before transferringto the 4" Indian
Infantry Division. It took part part oin the Salernolandingsin ItalyOn Partition it was
allocatedto Pakistan

Captain(later Colonel) William InnesMoberly C.B.E went on to servewithin the Indian
Army, 39 Sikhs,FrontierForce,Frontier Scoutsandpost1947wastransferredo the British
Army-War office, Far eastern_and Forces,GeneralHQ andthe Royal Artillery, 569" Light

Anti-Aircraft, SearchLight Regiment Colonelw! Moberly authoreda bookin 1985RAJ AND POSTRAJ :
LOW LEVEL REMINISCENCE OF LIFE IN TWO ARMIES 1985 THE PENTLANDPRESSEDINBURGH 210




Sgt. (Miss) P Castles

The Women Auxiliary Service (Burma) WAS(B) also known as the Chinthe Women because of the mythological creature thatformed |
badge. The unit was formed on 16 January 1942 and disbanded in 1946.

They were a 250 strong group of British and Australian women who manned Mobile Canteens for the troops of Burma Commdntfan V/
Il. They were founded and led by Mrs Ninian Taylor, who was granted the rank of Major and received an OBE for her services.

The unit moved through Burma with the British Fourteenth Army running mobile canteens. They reached Japan with ther@mtialv€alth
Occupation Force. Many were mentioned in dispatches. General Slim later 1st Viscount Slim, Commander of the 14th Arnsytieown a
"Forgotten Army", said of them "They showed the highest standard of devotion and courage."

(http://www.tenterbooks.com/chinthe.hjml (continued)
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CHINTHE WOMEN

From 24 December to Ist January we were at a party every single night and, as tf
party is al Iways turned into a dance they v 1late nights. I memmh.
names of the Units but we were entertained by Army Navy and Airforce, some
Officers Parties, and some equally enjoyable ones with BORs. Needless to say there
are not nearly so many women as men so dances are most exhausting as we are
never given a chance to sit.

r1th March 1944 By the way, Mrs Taylor thanked me for all I was doing and told
me that [ am 1g to be a Serjeant straight away. I am to have a canteen of my own.

On Thursday, instead of functioning in our canteen we took over goods in boxes
and went up the river in a motor launch to lonely gun sites on the far side. It was a
very Muslm change from dusty, bu lnp\ roads.

\lg\ 1944 ‘N_Vg h ave IYL’ na gnnd many parties recently — in fact too many! It’s
difficult to keep going night and day! Last Sunday eight of us went down to the sea
and had a glorious picnic and bathe. We have also had several moonlight parties at
the same place, which were lovely.

HONOURS TO SOUTH AREA

sth July 1944 We have just had a visit from Major Taylor. She spent a

on her way to Dohazari and then three more on her return. I think she was quitc
satisfied with all she saw! She said that for hard work she handed the honours to
‘South Area’ that is us and Dohazari. ‘North Area’ applies to all the canteens in
han down here...when Mrs Taylor came
down, she gave me very nice 1 Army badges to wear on my sleeves. We officers
are entitled to wear them now. They certainly brighten up the uniform a lot

We are very proud of bel uwnw»ml\n South Fast Asia Command, in other
words, SEAC.

Assam — where there are many more t

7th July 1944 We’re out somewhere nearly every m::h\flumuwv\\ \hxmh\
am going to Signals’ Mess (dance) — Tuesday — cocktail dance at the Club

with V crwm‘ﬁw;n-s - Wec . cinema at ()pmmlh Brigid Wheelan then on to
B.O.R.’s dance giv ¥ \m.\ Fire Service. Hmmh- Red Cross Dance

Friday party at Ordnance Mess — Saturday dance at club. This all on top of a hard
day’s work!

Ruu\ul n)tlx August 1944 We want lots more recruits but they are very ha
t out hert ws\mw as v sist on their being pure European.

28th August 1944 One M'n:\ chief jobs here is dealing with girls passing through.
All the Arakan ones come here first. Itis a pouring wet 11\ Before then it was very
trying — so very hot and sticky, the kind of atmosy shere you would have

greenhouse at home.

TINNED PEAS
20th September 1944 We have been very busy for the last few days as we
expected Mrs Taylor on the 18th. I have been out to the acrodrome twice to meet
her bu \HM no sign of her. I wish to goodness she would come qui ickly and get her
visit over! Longing for fresh vegeta ables etc. We never get any —at present we are
iving on tinned peas and occasionally tomatoes — we used to think the former
were a great treat but we're getting rather tired of them. However, we can’t
grumble about our rations, we're doing very much better than we used to due to
E go down for them ourselves. The personal touch works wonders!
f the things I shall enjoy most when I get home is butter. Good fresh butter.
vhile we were able to get some tinned stuff but now we can’t even get that!

AUXILIAR

A cheer would go up when the mobile canteens visited isolated
gun sites. Women worked close to the frontline

In the final two years increasing numbers of Burmese women were
Na Than Thwe, Patsy Castl Ma Ei and Dorothy Heytman



Capt .Herbert Weltchek }.c. (0-406195
9th.General Di Epengary,
U.S.Army ©TO,

A.P.0.350.

T R I gl - ook PR e TR O M T o

Army PostalServicesoperationrwasthe HomePostalDepot(HPD) RE, first establishedn Londonin the
late summerof 1939 but was movedto GPO Readingshortly after the outbreakof war. It was then
relocatedto GPO premisesn Bournemouttto be nearerto the Continentand thereforeprovidea more
efficientserviceto thetroopsof theBritish Expeditionary-orce(BEF) servingin FranceandBelgium
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fen in . Englieh.
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Captain...
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Captain TG Hart and Captain Herbert Weltchek
Letter movement within the Allied ForcesIndian Army to US Army

CaptainTG Hart, BatteryCommandetNo. 9 Battery,MadrasWing, AATC, MEHGAON,

IndiaC o m m atypddbheletterdatedl4 July 19440n Air Mail Letter Cardandpostedt

to 'Capt HerbertWELTCHEK MC, US Army ETO, APOIt bearsthe HomePostalCentre
RE 3 (Leeds)datestampn 25" July 19444asindia KGVI affixed. It bearsthe strip PC90
OpenedBy Examinerandthe circular Unit Censor414 andtriangleField Censorl02all

in violet.

CaptainTG H a r disteMary Married CaptainWeltchekduring the war yearsandthe
Captaincould not attendtheir wedding

Dr. HerbertWeltchek, 71, died on 19" April 19, 1986 He was an ear, noseand throat
doctor in Elizabeth until he retired in 1984 He was a senior attendingphysician at
Alexian BrothersHospitalin Elizabeth,New York Poly Clinic andHospitalin New York
City, andJacksorClinic in Philadelphia

Dr. Weltchek was a 1935 Rutgers University graduateand a 1939 graduateof the

MarquetteUniversity Schoolof Medicine He was a memberof the American Medical

Association,the Union County Medical Society, the InternationalCollege of Surgeons
andthe Royal Societyof Health Dr. Weltchekwasa World War Il Army veteranandwas

a memberof the Elizabethchapterof the DisabledAmericanVeterans Surviving are his

wife, Mary Alice Weltchek a daughterLinda of Warren two sons,Andrew of Brooklyn,

N.Y., and Thomasof BerkeleyHeights a brother Robertof Springfield andhis mother

SusarWeltchekof Elizabeth

(obituary in The CourieNews in Bridgewater, New Jersey) (continl,?réé)
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Mary Alice Weltchek(neeHart), 86 of BerkeleyHeights,passecawayon 16" July 2008 She
wasbornin BournemouthEngland,andcameto the U.S.A. in 1946 settlingin Elizabeth She
lived there until 1974 when she and her late husband,Dr. Herbert Weltchek, moved to
BerkeleyHeights During World War Il, shewasa memberof theWomen'sRoyalAir Force

Captain TG Hart and Captain
Herbert Weltchek (continued)

Interestingexcerptdrom theletter

fé you may well be in Franc& we
live 90 miles from our nearest
European Bazaar (Jubbolporg our
railway stationis 7 miles2

€ Beingpartof | n d peadesmywe
live in tentsand havebeerration of 3
bottles,oneCanadiarwhisky a month,

€ we have the privilege of having to
pay for our food, not being on rations
as are the War Army...it costsme a
good10 GBPamontre

é .My job, we initiate Madrassig( e
from South India) into somethingof
the ways of the army..flying bombs
keep me worried, its concentrationon
SouthcoastandLondon

e ..we haveawardedthe 193943 Star
to peoplewho havefacedtotal war in
anair conditionedoffice in Cajfcuttao
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Mandapamcampis a beautiful spot off
the southerntip of India with only a
bridge separatingt from Rameswarann
Tamil Nadu It hasseaon bothits side

CAPTAIN F. J. G. WALKER andMAJOR H. D. WALKER

This cover bears the badge 6fRunjab Regiment and has the datestamp of Mandapam on
31stMarch 1943 addressed to Bombay, India.

Major David Walker was with the 9th Bn. The Devonshire Regiment, while his elder broth
CaptJohn Walker was undergoing his training in India witifZ?linjab

The Battle ofDonbaik

The plan was for the 55th Indian Brigade to attack from its concentration area to the nort
Chaung to capture the Japanese positions along the Chaung and in the village area. The
was to be undertaken at night, preceded by an artillery concentration. The 1st Bn. The R
Inniskilling Fusiliers were to attack on the right, with the 2nd Bn. 1st Punjab Regiment on
left to capture the enemy positions between M16 and Sugar (S) 5, and then push on to tt
village area. At 04.00 am on Thursday 18 February 1943, the 2nd Bn. 1st Punjab Regime
| aunched their attack. 6éD6 Company unde:l
Company under Captain WALKER UpagarSINGE | e f t
DHI LLON) was to follow up 0B6 Company.

As Captain JOHN WALKER and Jemadar MIR AFZAL were discussing the situation, they
were cut down by a burst of machine gun fire and both were killed. Captain EC/1298 Fra
John WALKER was aged twenfywe years when he died

Captain (later Maj Gen) BUDH SINGH was awarded the Military Cross for the gallantry
displayed by him abDonbaikFront Burma on 18 Feb 1943

on 1 June 1943, CaptaBudh SINGH was awarded a Bar to his Military Cross for the gallar
displayed atHtizwe Front, Burma (continued) 215



CAPTAIN F. J. G. WALKER andMAJOR H. D. WALKER (continued)

The 2nd Battalion,1st PunjabRegimentwaswithdrawnto restandrefit with the restof the division. David Walker got himselftransferred
to this battalionduring this period In aletterto his parentsdated30/4/43, he explainsé havebeenpostedio J o h elddbattalionactually!
askedto go therequite along time ago,andaswe all hadto leaveour presenbattalionl got this posting | know you will notlike it much
butstill | amvery satisfiedwith it. Maj H D Walkerwasawardedhe Military Cross

Thecitationfor a Military Crosswritten for Maj H D Walker by his commandingpfficer Lt Col Sarbjit SINGH KALHA reads

MAYU RANGE FRONTON FEB 44

On 16 Feb 44, Major Walker was commandingC Companyin position at 407492 Observingenemy movementon feature CUDGEL
416491 he sentout a fighting patrol to captureor annihilatethe enemy The fighting patrol attackedand drovethe enemyoff the feature
inflicting manycasualtieandcapturingvastquantitiesof valuabledocumentsSuddenlyanothemarty of enemy20/25 strongappeared@nd
gotin behindthefighting patrol

Major Walker observingthis cut off attemptof the enemybrought30 mortarfire to bearon themimmediatelywith excellenteffectandput

out his only reserveof two sectiongo annihilatethemastheytried to escapdrom this mortarfire.

While this successfulfight was being wagedin the nala below three Japsinfiltrated on to the Coy position itself, but they were
expeditiouslydealtwith by Major Walker himselfanda handfulof menleft with him aftera hecticengagement

In this very successfulction, 1520 casualtiesvereinflicted on the enemyand mostvaluabledocumentsncluding forty diariesandseven
muleloadsof equipmentwverebroughtback The succes®f this operationwasentirely dueto the coolnessinitiative andoffensivespirit of

Major Walkerin makingfull useof the gallantmenandweaponsinderhis command

Again on 22-2-44 when the company commandedby this officer was leading the B n Gadvanceon SUGAR LOAF his dogged
determinationcourageandconfidencecontributedvery considerablyto the succes®f the operationat 396543andin the final advanceon

to SUGARLOAF (continued) 016



CAPTAIN F.J. G. WALKER andMAJOR H.D.WALKER (continued)

The awardof the Military Crosswaspublishedin the LondonGazetteon 26 Junel944 by which time its recipientMajor H D Walkerwas
killed in action

The family receivednotificationthat David hadbeenwounded,asa noticeappearedn the WesternMorning Newsin March 1944 stating
Tuesday08 Februaryl944 Dr. andMrs. E. H. WALKER havereceivednotificationsecondson,Maj David WALKER woundedast month
in Burma Eldestsonwaskilled in actionlastyear

At about8.00 pm on Wednesday26 April 1944 the Japanestauncheda sustainedssaulbnthe 2nd/1st Punjab 6 Gdmmpanycommanded
by Major H D WALKER, was situatedon a small hill aboutfive hundredyardsfrom the battalion headquartersA Japaneséattalion

attacked6 CQ@ompanyrelentlesslyall night The Punjabisresistedstoutly, with fierce and brutal handto-handfighting at varioustimes

during the night Major David WALKER met his deathshortly after midnight in the early hoursof 27 April 1944 whilst organizingthe

precariousdefenseof the hill. He was twenty-threey e a aof ag& No-one who survived that attack withessedDavid WA L K E Ridas

momentsastheywerelost within the meleein thedarkonthatisolatedhill in North-Eastindia.

The deathof two of their threesonshit Doctor WALKER andhis wife hard By this time, their third sonKennethwastrainingto be a pilot

in the Royal Air Force He was stationedin SouthernRhodesiaundergoinghis basicflying training Unbeknownto Kenneth,Doctor

WALKER maderepresentation® the Air Ministry for Kennethnot to serveon operationgduringthe war. The Air Ministry senta reply to

Doctor WALKER statingthat they understoodhe situation,and whilst therewere no guaranteesthey would take this into consideration
whendecidingon a posting

Lt. ColonelSarabjitSinghKalha CO of 2/1 Punjab(now 2 Punjabof Pakistanarmy) wasoneof the mostdecoratedfficer of Indianarmy
winning DSO,MC andBar. He waskilled in Indonesiaafterthe Second/Norld Wa.

https://www.britishmilitaryhistory.co.uk/wpcontent/uploads/sites/124/2020/08/WALK E®RaptainF-J-G-and-Major-H-D-V3_2.pdf 217
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8.1 Air Mall Letter

Initially the Air Letterwasknown asthe Air Mail Letter Cardandwasthoughtup by an
officer servingin the Middle East It wasofficially introducedbetweenMEF andUK in

March 1941 and was extendedfrom MEF to India in August1941 from PAI Forceto

India in October 1941, Malaya to India in October 1941 and from UK to India in

Decemberl942 India troopscould sendthe Air Mail Letter to UK from 26" October
1942 by Januaryl944 it was availableto most placesin British Empire and beyond

British officers and soldiersin India were permittedto sendone per week The postage
wasfixed at4 as

Air Letter becamepopularandthe numberof permissibledestinationsand categorieof

entitleduserswasincreasedaswasthe ration The form wasstandardisea@s|AFF 1083
anda variety distinguishedoy a Blue triangle alongsidethe addresgpanelhad the same
censorshipprivilege asa Green/Honour Envelope

The ration ceasedin January1945 the userscould use as many Air letters but Blue
Triangle remainedrestricted Postagewas madefree in February1945to UK, empire
countries,allied forcesand USA while chargesfor other permissibledestinationsvere
fixed at 3 asfor easterrhemispherand9 as for westernhemisphere

Air mail servicewasair cumseaservice mailstravelledby seaasfar asDurbanandthen
by air to India via Cairo, BaghdadBasrato Karachi Thusthe air mail sometimedook
moretime thansurfacemail . In 1943the Mediterranearopenedmail aircraft could fly
direct End of 1944 RAF establishedlirect flights from UK to Karachisix daysa week
andletterof all categoriesurfaceandair werereachingindiain 3 to 5 days Within India
APS wasgiven priority on all train servicesandfrom 1944it wasgiven airlift whereve
possible Thiswasoneof thereasondgor retainFPOs in India afterthewar (Brig DS Virk)



8.2 Captain P Phelps Letters
5t Battalion (QVO Corps of Guides) ®Frontier Force Regiment

Studied14 letterssentby CaptainP Phelpsto his motherbetweenl8 May 1943 and 30 Sept 1945 His Tour of Duty took him to
managed courseat At the HQ EasternCommand, he wasassignedas Letter CensorOfficer. He further mentions
that he hastravelledto the andwasat which wasa fierce battle coveredextensivelyby the press The Battle of

the Admin Box (sometimegeferredto asthe Battle of Ngakyedaukor the Battle of Sinzweyg took placeon the southerrfront of the BurmaCampaigrnfrom 5 to
23 Februaryl944

The postal datemarks on his letters showthat his tour of duty took him to . The Postaladdress mentionedon

all letters by Capt P Phelpsreiterates how extensively he has moved with his Regiment and other formations during the SecondWorld War. He also

mentionsthat oneday hetravelled by air more than half the country and back in the sameday!!

On 10/5/1945hewritesthat VDAY is yetto comefor themandtheyarestill gettingto know aboutknown peoplebeingkilled thusit wont be easyto celebrateThe
Official celebrationswere on and everyonehad beengiven 2 daysholiday A formal RegimentalMess Night and the silly gymkhanawas planned He further
mentionsthaton 14" May 1945thereis terrific paradeattheirlocation CaptPhelpsmentionson 5/6/45 thathe hasbeenout of his regimentfor 2.5 yearsandis about
to rejoin, wondering how manypeoplehewould still know. On 12/5/1945 hewritesaboutthe GuidesCentenaryapproachingvhich would be a big celebrationOn

thesamenotehe mentionsthathe needdo checkon his permanentommissiorfrom The War Office asits notdonelocally.

Captain P Phelps proudly writes on 30/9/45 that his regiment gets 1 medal but he gets to acquire 3. 220



Date Location

18 May 1943 Drigh Road
Karachi

28 Nov 1943 FPO 26
Qatana Syria

23 Jan 1944 FPO 18
HQ Eastern
Command
Calcutta

27 Apr 1944  Sialkot

3 Dec 1944 Sialkot

12 Nov 1944 Sialkot

8 Apr 1945 Sialkot

Captain P Phelps Letters
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Date Location

28 Apr1945 *

Peshawar

13 Feb1945 *

Saugor Infantry
School

10 May1945 * Sialkot

5Junel945 * FPO R36
Beirut, Lebanon

25 Junel94s5 * Karachi BPO
Somewhere in
Middle East

15 Augl1945* FPO 35

Khanagin Iraq

30 Septl945 *

Meerut,India

* Postagewas made free in Februat®45 toUK, empirecountries thus no postage stamps po$t&&il 1945 on the Air Letters
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Captain P Phelps prominently writes address
in the prescribed format in all his letters

In the early Letter Cards the
paper was thin thus it had a
dark blue overlay so that it
couldnotbereadfrom the other

side -

It has beeninterestingto note
how diligently andlovingly the
mother has marked the no. of
the letter received Such
markings have been found on
letters of other individuals too.
In every letter, Capt Phelps
drawshis mo t h attendianto
theaddres®nwhich sheshould
reply. The responsibility for
notifying his postal addresgo
his correspondentsestedon the
soldierhimself

letter writing wasthe only way
to be in connectwith the folks
backhomeand likewise for the
families to be in touch with
their loved oneson variouswar
fronts!! 222



Pictorial Greetings Air Letter forms were issued centrally in two designs for 1944 and in t
designs for 1945.As the form was a rationed item, units were seldom permitted to print fc
of their own pictorial design

Datestamps showing only a number was intended for use at civil post offices in India for
segregating troops mail for purposes of censorship, concessions and circulation.

They were issued to Army Commands for distribution to the affected civil post offices

t hrough their Circle offices. Numbers a
t hese numbered I n the 50006s and 6000s we
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