
Major (later Brig) DD Vohra

He wascommissionedin 5th battalion1st PunjabRegimentin Mar/Apr 1943

saw action in Burma, post war, he was part of BCOF, Japan. 1947 onwards

after India'sIndependence,he servedwith The DograRegimentas1st Punjab

was assignedto Pakistan. Post 1947,He commandedthe Army Intelligence

School, 2 Dogra, 16 Dogra, Dogra RegimentalCentre and was the Indian

Military Attachéin Pakistanfrom 1969to 1971.

In 1943 after completingOTS, Bangalore,he joined 5/1 Punjabat Jaintiapur

near Silchar, then they moved to Ranchi. In Aug 1943 he moved with the

regimentto Chittagong. On 5th February1944theywerein defensiveposition

guardingthe MountbattenBridge. They facedthe enemyin Razabilarea. The

battalion clearedJapaneseoccupiedPoint 144 which stoodin the way of the

114th Brigade s advanceto Buthidaung. They crossedKalapanzinriver to

rejoin 71st Indian Infantry Brigade. Therethey fought the enemyaroundSin-

ohbyin. TheregimentthensecuredtheButhidaung-Maungdawroadin orderto

establisha defensive line for the approaching monsoon. On 5th May the

Japaneseraided the 71st Indian infantry Brigade. The Brigade withdrew

northwardstowards26 Indian Div monsoonlocation. In Nov they movedto

Coconadaon theeastcoastof India to commencetraining for assault landing

in combinedopsat RamreeIslandin January1945.

He wasMentionedin Dispatchesfor theBurmaCampaign.

(Source5/1st.Punjabwar diary) (continued)
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Major (later Brig) DD Vohra (continued)

The stampless letter was posted from FPO 72  at Pyinmana, Burma on 2nd October 1945to Maj (later Brig) D. D. Vohra, 5/1 Punjab 

Regiment c/o 23 ABPO, Nasik, India. It arrived at its destination  on 30th October 1943. (Genuine error)

5/1 Punjab was based around Nasik and were preparing to leave for BCOF duties in Japan. The letter was written by Brig J G Flewett(IA 500) 

who was the Brigade Commander of  64th Indian Infantry Brigade which was part of 19th Infantry Division. He was awarded Bar to DSO on 6th

June 1946 (London Gazette) for his Brigadeô s successful operation in forcing the Japanese out of the PeguYomasforests in May and June 

1945. He had commanded the  5/1 Punjab from June 1943 to January 1945.  Maj DD Vohra was commissioned into 5/1st Punjab in March/April 

1943, Brig JG Flewettwas his first commanding officer

FPO 72  travelled between India and Burma and Malaya. It was disbanded at Nagpur, India on 15th July 1946 (E.B. Proud)                             (continued)
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Capt. (later Brig.) D D Vohra
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Major (later Brig) DD Vohra (continued)
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Major (later Brig) DD Vohra (continued)

Sub-Maj Lall Khan

5/1st Punjab Regiment



Lieutenant S.M. Khan, Military Cross

An outgoingcover postedfrom Dehradun,India to Lieutenant S.M. Khan, Military Cross

from 1/2 Punjab Regimentlocatedin theMiddle East. PartialPostDepotdatestampis seenon

the reversewith 1943.This bearsa censorstrip OpenedBy Examiner P.C.90 andtheblack

octagonalñPassedòsteelstampwhich wassuppliedto thestationsin India in March1942. It

alsobearsaviolet DHB/64 (Karachi).

This coverbearsthecorrectaddresspanelto beusedby correspondentsto thepersonnelof the

Middle EastForces. The focal centreof air communicationfrom India to WestwasKarachi

surprisingly it also servicedthe mail of troops in Malaya and Burma, thus the Air Postal

Depot,Karachiwasestablishedin July 1941.An exceptionwasin 1944whenSEACopenedat

Calcuttato dealwith their mail. An The new addressfor the Forcesairmail wasc/o BaseAir

PostDepot. TheMiddle EastCommand hadissuedordersfor thepromulgationof its famous

Middle EastForceaddress. Onceit reachesthe BaseAir PostalDepot it would accordingly

direct it to thelocationof theaddress.(https://www.thefridaytimes.com/from-maiwand-to-el-alamein/)

Military Cross citation

On 22 July 1942,In the Battle of El Alamein (RuweisetRidge) this officer led his company

throughheavyartillery andmachinegunfire, with theenemytanksin thevicinity andcleared

a passagethroughtheminefield for Allied armouredforcesto passthrough. He led theassault

on theridgewith theutmostdashanddetermination,securedtheposition,andcapturedovera

hundredand fifty prisoners. He displayedthroughoutcourageand leadershipof the highest

orderandacompletedisregardof personaldangerandwasawardedMilitary Cross.

The 1/2 Punjab Regiment servedin India, Aden, Somaliland, Italian East Africa, Egypt

and Italy, during the SecondWorld War . PostPartitiontheRegimentremainedin India and

is presentlythe1 Bn ParachuteRegiment(SpecialForces) (continued)

Rank, Name, Unit, India Force

c/o Air Postal Depot
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Lieutenant S.M. Khan, Military Cross (continued)

In 1880a military legendwasbornon thedustyplainseastof Helmandby therearguardof the66 Footandthestandat Maiwandof its

last elevensoldierswho perishedin a final charge. Thearchitectof the British defeatwasSardarAyub, the Emir of Afghanistan,who

wassubsequentlydeposedandtravelledto India in exile with his elevenwives,fifteen sonsandtendaughters.

WhereasGeneralóBobôRoberts(later C-in-C India) haddefeatedhis ancestorat the Battle of Kandahar,Afzal Khan, SardarAyubôs

grandsonfoughtbravelywith theCommonwealthTroopsandGeneralAuchinleck,the lastC-in-C India, awardedColonelSardarAfzal

Khanof the1/2ndPunjabisandtheGuidesInfantry with theMilitary Cross.

SardarAfzal wasa lateentry into thearmy. Born in 1911in Dehradun,wheresomemembersof SardarAyubôsfamily hadbeensettled,

he obtainedan EmergencyCommissionin 1941 at the ageof 30 years. He was postedto 1/2nd Punjabiswhich is the senior-most

battalionof the Indian Army. Its predecessorswere raisedduring the CarnaticWars and the regimentwas awardedthe insignia of a

galley, becauseby 1824 it had fought in eight overseascampaigns. At the early stagesof the SecondWorld War, it was part of the

5 IndianDivision, the first formationof the Indian Army to sail for Africa. It battledthe Italiansduring the EritreanCampaignbefore

being thrust into North Africa againstthe GermanAfrika Corps. In April 1942, the 1/2nd with its parent161st Infantry Brigadehad

returnedto Egypt from Cypruswhereit hadbeengarrisonedagainsta Germaninvasionandwasreorganizedasa motorbrigadefor the

First Battleof Alamein.

At the endof the war he wasa temporaryMajor. At Independencehis family migratedto Pakistanfrom DehradunandSardarAfzal

optedfor the PakistanArmy along with his brotherSardarIsmail, who was transferredto the Army ServiceCorpsand retired as a

Brigadier.

On promotion,SardarAfzal commandedthe GuidesInfantry and movedwith the battalionto servein EastPakistan. H servedasan

instructorat theCommand& Staff Collegein Quetta. ThereafterhecommandedZhobMilitia andfollowing his retirementin 1958, he

wasthedirectorof administrationof theCentralTreatyOrganization(CENTO) in Ankara,Turkey. He eventuallyemigratedto theUK

in his sixtiesandpassedawayin April 1991at theageof 79. (continued)
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Lt. SirdarAfzal Khan andhis citation for the MC signedby some

of thefamouscommandersin thetheatre

Gen Alexander,C-in-C Middle East,Lt. Gen B.L. Montgomery,

GOCEighthArmy, andLt GenHorrocks, Commander30 Corps

Sardar Ayub, Emir of Afghanistan, the grandfather of 

Sardar Afzal

The last stand of eleven men from 66 foot at Battle of 

Maiwand
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Captain (later Colonel) William Innes Moberly C.B.E

An outgoingcover postedfrom Mashobra, India on 2 April 1943to Captain W.I . Moberly

from 3/12 Frontier Force Regiment locatedin the Middle East. 8as India KGVI stamp

affixed .It bearsa censorstrip Examinedby BaseCensor,largedeputychief censorstampin

blueandaboxed14. PartialBasePostOffice postmarkis visible

Airmail to thesoldierswassentfrom Air BasePostalDepot,Karachifrom thereit wassent

to its destination. Initially from India, it wentto Egyptianpostaladministrationwho passedit

to BasePostalDepot after customclearance. In 1941 the DADAPS arrived, then direct

vouchingof mail wasstartedbetweenIndia andBPO. Theair mail centrewasin Cairowhere

landing facility was availablefor flying boatsas well as to land planes. At the beginning

therewasonly weekly servicebetweenKarachiandCairo. transit time rangedbetween7 to

12 days, frequencywas steppedup to two servicesin May 1941. In August 1943, three

flights a week,thendaily flights in 1945.Air PostalDepot,Karachiwasestablishedin July

1941to processforcesair mail in Iraq,PersiaandfurtherWest(Brig D SVirk)

The 3/12th FFR was part of the 5th Indian Infantry Division during the East

African and Western Desert Campaigns. The 3/12th FFR was all but destroyed at El

Adem on 15 June 1942. It was reformedin Egypt before transferringto the 4th Indian

Infantry Division. It took part part oin the Salernolandings in ItalyOn Partition it was

allocatedto Pakistan

Captain(later Colonel) William InnesMoberly C.B.E went on to servewithin the Indian

Army, 3rd Sikhs,FrontierForce,FrontierScoutsandpost1947wastransferredto theBritish

Army-War office, Far easternLand Forces,GeneralHQ andthe Royal Artillery, 569th Light

Anti-Aircraft, SearchLight Regiment. ColonelWI Moberly authoreda bookin 1985;RAJ AND POST RAJ :

LOW LEVEL REMINISCENCE OF LIFE IN TWO ARMIES 1985; THEPENTLANDPRESS,EDINBURGH 210



Sgt. (Miss) P Castles

The Women Auxiliary Service (Burma) WAS(B) also known as the Chinthe Women because of the mythological creature that formed their 

badge. The unit was formed on 16 January 1942 and disbanded in 1946. 

They were a 250 strong group of British and Australian women who manned Mobile Canteens for the troops of Burma Command in World War 

II. They were founded and led by Mrs Ninian Taylor, who was granted the rank of Major and received an OBE for her services. 

The unit moved through Burma with the British Fourteenth Army running mobile canteens.  They reached Japan with the British Commonwealth 

Occupation Force. Many were mentioned in dispatches. General Slim later 1st Viscount Slim, Commander of the 14th Army known as the 

"Forgotten Army", said of them "They showed the highest standard of devotion and courage." 

(http://www.tenterbooks.com/chinthe.html)                                                                                                                            (continued)
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Captain TG Hart and Captain Herbert Weltchek

Letter movement within the Allied Forces-Indian Army to US Army

CaptainTG Hart,BatteryCommander'No. 9 Battery,MadrasWing, AATC, MEHGAON,

IndiaCommandôtypedtheletterdated14July 1944onAir Mail LetterCardandpostedit

to 'Capt. HerbertWELTCHEK MC, US Army ETO,APOIt bearstheHomePostalCentre

RE3 (Leeds)datestampon 25th July 1944;4asIndiaKGVI affixed. It bearsthestrip PC90

OpenedBy ExaminerandthecircularUnit Censor414andtriangleField Censor102all

in violet.

CaptainTGHartôssisterMary Married CaptainWeltchekduring the war yearsandthe

Captaincouldnotattendtheir wedding

Dr. HerbertWeltchek,71, died on 19th April 19, 1986. He was an ear,noseand throat

doctor in Elizabeth until he retired in 1984. He was a senior attendingphysicianat

Alexian BrothersHospitalin Elizabeth,New York Poly Clinic andHospitalin New York

City, andJacksonClinic in Philadelphia.

Dr. Weltchek was a 1935 Rutgers University graduateand a 1939 graduateof the

MarquetteUniversity Schoolof Medicine. He was a memberof the AmericanMedical

Association,the Union County Medical Society, the InternationalCollegeof Surgeons

andtheRoyalSocietyof Health. Dr. Weltchekwasa World War II Army veteranandwas

a memberof theElizabethchapterof theDisabledAmericanVeterans. Surviving arehis

wife, Mary Alice Weltchek; a daughter,Linda of Warren; two sons,Andrewof Brooklyn,

N.Y., andThomasof BerkeleyHeights; a brother. Robertof Springfield; andhis mother.

SusanWeltchekof Elizabeth.
(obituary in The Courier-News in Bridgewater, New Jersey)                                                       (continued)

Army PostalServicesoperationwastheHomePostalDepot(HPD) RE, first establishedin Londonin the

late summerof 1939, but was movedto GPO Readingshortly after the outbreakof war. It was then

relocatedto GPOpremisesin Bournemouthto be nearerto the Continentandthereforeprovidea more

efficientserviceto thetroopsof theBritish ExpeditionaryForce(BEF) servingin FranceandBelgium.
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Captain TG Hart and Captain

Herbert Weltchek (continued)

Interestingexcerptsfrom theletter

ñéyou may well be in Franceéwe

live 90 miles from our nearest

European Bazaar (Jubbolpore), our

railway stationis 7 milesé

éBeing part of Indiaôspeacearmy we

live in tentsand havebeerration of 3

bottles,oneCanadianwhiskya month,

éwe have the privilege of having to

pay for our food, not being on rations

as are the War Army...it costs me a

good10 GBPa monthé

é.My job, we initiate Madrassis(i e

from South India) into somethingof

the ways of the army...flying bombs

keep me worried, its concentrationon

SouthcoastandLondon

é..we haveawardedthe 1939/43 Star

to peoplewho havefacedtotal war in

anair conditionedoffice in Calcutta.ò

Mary Alice Weltchek(neeHart), 86 of BerkeleyHeights,passedawayon 16th July 2008. She

wasborn in Bournemouth,England,andcameto theU.S.A. in 1946, settlingin Elizabeth. She

lived there until 1974, when she and her late husband,Dr. Herbert Weltchek, moved to

BerkeleyHeights. DuringWorld War II, shewasa memberof theWomen'sRoyalAir Force.
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CAPTAIN F. J. G. WALKER andMAJOR H. D. WALKER

This cover bears the badge of 1st Punjab Regiment and has the datestamp of Mandapam on 

31st March 1943 addressed to Bombay, India.

Major David Walker was with the 9th Bn. The Devonshire Regiment, while his elder brother  

CaptJohn Walker was undergoing his training in India with 2/1st Punjab

The Battle of Donbaik

The plan was for the 55th Indian Brigade to attack from its concentration area to the north of the 

Chaung to capture the Japanese positions along the Chaung and in the village area. The attack 

was to be undertaken at night, preceded by an artillery concentration. The 1st Bn. The Royal 

Inniskilling Fusiliers were to attack on the right, with the 2nd Bn. 1st Punjab Regiment on the 

left to capture the enemy positions between M16 and Sugar (S) 5, and then push on to the 

village area. At 04.00 am on Thursday 18 February 1943, the 2nd Bn. 1st Punjab Regiment 

launched their attack. óDô Company under  Captain BUDH SINGH was on the right, with óBô 

Company under Captain WALKER on the left. óAô Company (Captain UjagarSINGH 

DHILLON) was to follow up óBô Company.

As Captain JOHN WALKER and Jemadar MIR AFZAL were discussing the situation, they 

were cut down by a burst of machine gun fire and both were killed. Captain EC/1298 Francis 

John WALKER was aged twenty-five years when he died

Captain (later Maj Gen) BUDH SINGH was awarded the Military Cross for the gallantry 

displayed by him at DonbaikFront Burma on 18 Feb 1943

on 1 June 1943, Captain BudhSINGH was awarded a Bar to his Military Cross for the gallantry 

displayed at Htizwe Front, Burma                                                             (continued)

Mandapamcamp is a beautiful spot off

the southern tip of India with only a

bridgeseparatingit from Rameswaramin

Tamil Nadu. It hasseaonbothits side
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CAPTAIN F. J. G. WALKER andMAJOR H. D. WALKER (continued)

The2nd Battalion,1st PunjabRegimentwaswithdrawnto restandrefit with therestof thedivision. David Walkergot himself transferred

to this battalionduring this period. In a letter to his parentsdated30/4/43, heexplainsóIhavebeenpostedtoJohnôsold battalionactuallyI

askedto go therequitea long time ago,andaswe all hadto leaveour presentbattalionI got this posting. I know you will not like it much

butstill I amverysatisfiedwith it. Maj H D WalkerwasawardedtheMilitary Cross.

Thecitationfor aMilitary Crosswritten for Maj H D Walkerby his commandingofficer Lt Col SarbjitSINGHKALHA reads:

MAYU RANGEFRONTON FEB44

On 16 Feb 44, Major Walker was commandingC Companyin position at 407492. Observingenemymovementon featureCUDGEL

416491, he sentout a fighting patrol to captureor annihilatethe enemy. The fighting patrol attackedanddrovethe enemyoff the feature

inflicting manycasualtiesandcapturingvastquantitiesof valuabledocuments. Suddenlyanotherpartyof enemy20/25 strongappearedand

got in behindthefighting patrol.

Major Walkerobservingthis cut off attemptof theenemybrought3òmortarfire to bearon themimmediatelywith excellenteffectandput

outhis only reserveof two sectionsto annihilatethemastheytried to escapefrom this mortarfire.

While this successfulfight was being waged in the nala below three Japsinfiltrated on to the Coy position itself, but they were

expeditiouslydealtwith by Major Walkerhimselfanda handfulof menleft with him aftera hecticengagement.

In this very successfulaction,15/20 casualtieswereinflicted on theenemyandmostvaluabledocumentsincludingforty diariesandseven

muleloadsof equipmentwerebroughtback. Thesuccessof this operationwasentirelydueto thecoolness,initiative andoffensivespirit of

Major Walker in makingfull useof thegallantmenandweaponsunderhis command.

Again on 22-2-44 when the company commandedby this officer was leading the Bnôsadvanceon SUGAR LOAF his dogged

determination,courageandconfidencecontributedvery considerablyto thesuccessof theoperationat 396543andin thefinal advanceon

to SUGARLOAF (continued)
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CAPTAIN F. J. G. WALKER andMAJOR H. D. WALKER (continued)

Theawardof theMilitary Crosswaspublishedin theLondonGazetteon 26 June1944, by which time its recipientMajor H D Walkerwas

killed in action.

The family receivednotification thatDavid hadbeenwounded,asa noticeappearedin the WesternMorning Newsin March1944stating:

Tuesday08 February1944. Dr. andMrs. E. H. WALKER havereceivednotificationsecondson,Maj David WALKER woundedlastmonth

in Burma. Eldestsonwaskilled in actionlastyear

At about8.00 pm on Wednesday,26 April 1944, theJapaneselauncheda sustainedassaulton the2nd/1st Punjab.óCôCompany,commanded

by Major H D WALKER, was situatedon a small hill about five hundredyards from the battalionheadquarters. A Japanesebattalion

attackedóCôCompanyrelentlesslyall night. The Punjabisresistedstoutly, with fierce and brutal hand-to-handfighting at varioustimes

during the night. Major David WALKER met his deathshortly after midnight in the early hoursof 27 April 1944 whilst organizingthe

precariousdefenseof the hill . He was twenty-threeyearsôof age. No-one who survived that attack witnessedDavid WALKERôsfinal

moments,astheywerelost within themeleein thedarkon that isolatedhill in North-EastIndia.

Thedeathof two of their threesonshit DoctorWALKER andhis wife hard. By this time, their third sonKennethwastraining to bea pilot

in the Royal Air Force. He was stationedin SouthernRhodesiaundergoinghis basic flying training. Unbeknownto Kenneth,Doctor

WALKER maderepresentationsto theAir Ministry for Kennethnot to serveon operationsduring thewar. TheAir Ministry senta reply to

Doctor WALKER statingthat they understoodthe situation,andwhilst therewereno guarantees,they would take this into consideration

whendecidingona posting.

Lt. ColonelSarabjitSinghKalhaCO of 2/1 Punjab(now 2 Punjabof Pakistanarmy)wasoneof themostdecoratedofficer of Indianarmy

winning DSO,MC andBar. Hewaskilled in IndonesiaaftertheSecondWorld War.

https://www.britishmilitaryhistory.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/124/2020/08/WALKER-Captain-F.-J.-G-and-Major-H.-D.-V3_2.pdf
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8.   Interesting Stationery 
of 

Second World War
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8.1 Air Mail Letter

Initially theAir LetterwasknownastheAir Mail LetterCardandwasthoughtup by an

officer servingin the Middle East. It wasofficially introducedbetweenMEF andUK in

March 1941 and was extendedfrom MEF to India in August 1941: from PAI Forceto

India in October 1941; Malaya to India in October 1941 and from UK to India in

December1942. India troopscould sendthe Air Mail Letter to UK from 26th October

1942; by January1944 it was availableto most placesin British Empire and beyond.

British officers andsoldiersin India werepermittedto sendoneper week. The postage

wasfixed at 4 as

Air Letter becamepopularandthe numberof permissibledestinationsandcategoriesof

entitleduserswasincreasedaswasthe ration. The form wasstandardisedasIAFF 1083

anda variety distinguishedby a Blue trianglealongsidethe addresspanelhadthe same

censorshipprivilegeasa Green/Honour Envelope.

The ration ceasedin January1945 the userscould use as many Air letters but Blue

Triangle remainedrestricted. Postagewas madefree in February1945 to UK, empire

countries,allied forcesand USA while chargesfor other permissibledestinationswere

fixed at 3 asfor easternhemisphereand9 as for westernhemisphere

Air mail servicewasair cumseaservice,mails travelledby seaasfar asDurbanandthen

by air to India via Cairo, Baghdad,Basrato Karachi. Thusthe air mail sometimestook

moretime thansurfacemail . In 1943the Mediterraneanopened,mail aircraft could fly

direct. End of 1944RAF establisheddirect flights from UK to Karachisix daysa week

andletterof all categoriessurfaceandair werereachingIndia in 3 to 5 days. Within India

APS wasgiven priority on all train servicesandfrom 1944it wasgiven airlift wherever

possible. This wasoneof thereasonsfor retainFPOs in India afterthewar (Brig DSVirk)
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8.2  Captain P Phelps Letters

5th Battalion (QVO Corps of Guides) 12th Frontier  Force Regiment

Studied14 letterssentby CaptainP Phelpsto his motherbetween18 May 1943and30 Sept 1945. His Tour of Duty took him to Sialkot, Peshawar,Bombay,

Karachi, Bangalore,Meerut manageda courseat Saugor. At the HQ EasternCommand,Calcutta hewasassignedasLetter CensorOfficer. He further mentions

thathehastravelledto the Arakan, Burma Front andwasat NgacedanyckPassBattle which wasa fiercebattlecoveredextensivelyby the press. The Battle of

the Admin Box (sometimesreferredto astheBattle of Ngakyedaukor theBattle of Sinzweya) took placeon thesouthernfront of theBurmaCampaignfrom 5 to

23February1944

The postal datemarks on his letters showthat his tour of duty took him to locations in Iraq, Persia,Syria and Lebanon. The Postaladdress mentionedon

all letters by Capt P Phelps reiterates how extensivelyhe has moved with his Regiment and other formations during the SecondWorld War. He also

mentionsthat oneday he travelled by air more than half the country and back in the sameday!!

On 10/5/1945hewrites thatVDAY is yet to comefor themandtheyarestill gettingto know aboutknownpeoplebeingkilled thusit wont beeasyto celebrate. The

Official celebrationswere on and everyonehad beengiven 2 daysholiday. A formal RegimentalMessNight and the silly gymkhanawas planned. He further

mentionsthaton14th May 1945thereis terrific paradeat their location. CaptPhelpsmentionson 5/6/45 thathehasbeenoutof his regimentfor 2.5 yearsandis about

to rejoin,wondering how manypeoplehewould still know. On 12/5/1945, hewritesaboutthe GuidesCentenaryapproachingwhich would bea big celebration. On

thesamenotehementionsthatheneedsto checkonhispermanentcommissionfrom TheWar Office asits notdonelocally.

Captain P Phelps proudly writes on 30/9/45 that his regiment gets 1 medal but he gets to acquire 3. 220



Date Location

18 May 1943 Drigh Road 

Karachi

28 Nov 1943 FPO 26 

Qatana, Syria

23 Jan 1944 FPO 18 

HQ Eastern 

Command 

Calcutta

27 Apr 1944 Sialkot

3 Dec 1944 Sialkot

12 Nov 1944 Sialkot

8 Apr 1945 Sialkot

Date Location

28 Apr 1945 * Peshawar

13 Feb 1945 * Saugor Infantry 

School

10 May 1945 * Sialkot

5 June 1945 * FPO R36

Beirut, Lebanon

25 June 1945 * Karachi BPO

Somewhere in 

Middle East

15 Aug 1945 * FPO 35

Khanaqin, Iraq

30 Sept 1945 * Meerut, India 

Captain P Phelps Letters
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In the early Letter Cards the

paper was thin thus it had a

dark blue overlay so that it

couldnotbereadfrom theother

side.

It has been interestingto note

how diligently and lovingly the

mother has marked the no. of

the letter received. Such

markings have been found on

lettersof other individuals too.

In every letter, Capt Phelps

drawshismotherôsattentionto

theaddresson which sheshould

reply. The responsibility for

notifying his postal addressto

his correspondentsrestedon the

soldierhimself

letter writing was the only way

to be in connectwith the folks

backhomeandlikewise for the

families to be in touch with

their loved oneson variouswar

fronts!!

Captain P Phelps prominently writes his address 

in the prescribed format in all his letters
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Pictorial Greetings Air Letter forms were issued centrally in two designs for 1944 and in three 

designs for 1945.As the form was a rationed item, units were seldom permitted to print forms 

of their own pictorial design

Datestamps showing only a number was intended for use at civil post offices in India for 

segregating troops mail for purposes of censorship, concessions and circulation. 

They were issued to Army Commands for distribution to the affected civil post offices 

through their Circle offices. Numbers are known running from 1 up to the 700ôs. A few of 

these numbered in the 500ôs and 600ôs were issued to FPOôs. apparently in error
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