
Interestingexamples of mail from Signalman C E Starley, Royal Signals attached with 99th Field Regiment Royal Artillery, india

Experimerimental P.O

B10 datestamp

These datestampsare normally 

issued to new or temporary post 

offices
(Brig D S Virk)

The writer hasusedIndia KGVI 8as and is

tied with British FPO 259 which was

attached with 2 DIV and was seen at

Ahmednagar,Poona and Kohima between

July 1942to October1946

In the early days of the War,

Indian Post offices refusedto

permit the British APO s in

India to useBritish stampsor

to function undertheir system

of account (sent to accounts

once a week insteadof every

dayasis thepracticeof Indian

post offices)However at the

end of 1944 the British Post

offices was able too persuade

its Indiancounterpartto permit

British APO to use and sell

British Postagestamps

(Brig D SVirk)
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Interestingexamples of mail from Signalman C E Starley, Royal Signals attached with 99th Field Regiment Royal Artillery, india

Air Mail Letter Card IAFF 1083 (Greetings) posted at British FPO 260 (attached with 2 DIV, seen in India and Burma), Octagonal B8 (Karachi) 

denoting unopened letter

Air Mail LetterCardIAFF 1083(Greetings)wereissuedby commandson rationbasisfor issueto their personnelfor sendingX MasandNew

Year greetings. OneFreeletter wasallowedin 1941and1942, four in 1943andfive in 1944and1945. Indian soldiersservingoverseaswere

permittedto sendonefreelettereachyearfrom 1941onwardson theoccasionof their mainreligiousfestival

Free postage-in June 1942, troops serving in the field service areas in india were granted the same free service concession which had been 

given to troops overseas. This concession was extended to some other specified areas in August
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8.6   Interesting Address 
Of 

The Second World War
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This printed Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking, Calcutta cover has 

been postedfrom Calcutta GPO on 8th January 1941 to The Officer 

Commanding, 3rd Medium Battery, HKSRA (Hong Kong and 

Singapore Royal Artillery), Hongkong. It has reached its 

destination at Kowloon on 1st February 1941.It has a boxed chop 

which was the type usually seen at Calcutta and a partially visible 

triangle Field Passed Censor

Th Commanding officer of 3rd Medium Battery was MajHenry 

LundieDuncan from RA commanding troops recruited from 

Undivided India

TheBattle of Hong Kong (8ï25 December 1941), was one of the 

first battles of thePacific War in Second World War. On the same 

morning as theattack on Pearl Harbour, the Japanese forces attacked 

the Britishcontrolled Hong KongThe attack was in violation of 

international law as Japan had not declared war against theBritish. 

The Hong Kong garrison consisted ofBritish, Indian and Canadian 

units, also the Auxiliary Defence Units and Hong Kong Voluntary 

Defence Corps
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An Honour Envelope (URDU) used to communicate with the Regimental

Paymasterat England.

This wasthefirst Regimentof theRoyalArtillery to receivethe 'true'25 poundergun

andwhenit changedto the14th Regiment,it wasthelastRegimentto give thegunup.

In July 1945aspartof 19 Division, the28th Field took part in thebattleto preventthe

Japanesein thePeguYomas, from escapingacrosstheSittang. This wasthelastallied

successof thewar. FromJuly 1943, the28th Field RegimentRoyalArtillery fought in

Chas,India: Wabyin, Eastwith the1st,3rd, 5th/57th (J) Field Batteriesusingthe3.7""

Howitzerand3"" Mortar.

From 1944, the sameBatteriesfought in Burma and India in the North Arakan,

Buthindaung, Razabil, Mayu Tunnels, Maungdaw, Ngakyeduak Pass, Imphal,

Nungshigum, Kanglatongbi, Kohima, TongzangandKennedyPeakareas,now using

the25 PounderMark I guns.

Spasmodicfighting still continuedinto 1946with someof the Japanesetroopseither

being unawareof the surrenderor not abiding by it, they were involved in Burma,

Assam,ShanStates,The Irrawaddy,RangoonRoad,andPyinmanabeforemoving to

NasikRoadCamp,theRA depotsat Malir, Deolali andKarachiin India.

Thus endedfive yearsof war for the 28th Field Regiment. They had servedwith

distinctionon two continentsandfought all threeof the Axis powers. The Italiansin

EastAfrica, theGermansin theWesternDesertandfinally theJapanesein Burma. As

the Autumn settledover Rangoon,thoughtsof home,peaceanda new world entered

the thoughtsof theOfficersandmenof the regiment,manyof whomhadfoughtwith

the28th Field from theearlydaysof 1941andthebattleof Keren 257



Between 1900 and 1902 Goojeratand Sabraonbarracks were built on 

the southern edge of the camp on part of the land of Barn Hall farm,  of 

which was acquired in 1899.Between 1896 and 1904 the old wooden 

huts on the Ordnance field were replaced by the brick buildings of 

Hyderabad and Meeaneebarracks.

In 1866 Colchester became the headquarters of the newly created 

Eastern District; to accommodate the General Officer Commanding 

Eastern District the government rented Scarletts, an estate abutting the 

southern edge of the recreation ground, from 1885.In 1904 the 

government bought Reed Hall and Bee Hive farms, comprising together 

785 a. south-west of the garrison.

In 1914, when between 30,000 and 40,000 men were in training in 

Colchester, wooden huts were put up at Reed Hall. A military airfield 

was established on several acres of land at Blackheath; after the war it 

was transferred to Friday Wood.

Between 1926 and 1933 large areas of Berechurchparish, including 

BerechurchHall, were bought for the army.During the 1930s Kirkee

and McMunn barracks were built at Reed Hall; Roman Way and Cherry 

Tree camps were established south-east of the main camp. 

In 1939 emergency barracks were built on various sites in the garrison 

area including the Abbey field, at Blackheath, and at Berechurch.

https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/essex/vol9/pp251-255
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A self printed cover bearing the address of Indian Red Cross Society, Bombay, India and the RED Cross Postal Message Service cachet in red; 

addressed to ComiteInternational Della Croix Rouge, Geneva, Switzerland

It has travelled from Bombay, India to UK where the two red parallel lines have been stamped on the By Airmail sticker in blue The cover 

bears a Opened By Examiner censor strip PC90,DHC/162 and the black octagonal ñPassedò steel stamp with DHC/30 (Bombay) which was 

supplied to the stations in India in March 1942.

It bears the Geoffnetstrip (Germany),Opened By Censor at Paris as signified by the lowercase x below the eagle perched on the swastika 

(Reichsadler) and has  two violet circular German censor handstamp on the Geoffnetstrip
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Kirkee Cantonmentis oneof the oldestCantonmentsin India, havingits own placein history. On 5th November1817, theñbattleof Kirkeeò

was fought betweenthe Marathasand the British on the groundcoveringthe presentday town. It was establishedin the year 1817. Kirkee

Cantonmentcoversanareaof 3207.3394acresof land.

In 1939, whentheSecondWorld War began,Kirkee wascalledtheHomeOf Ordnancesinceboth theKirkee Arsenalandthe I.A.O.C. School

waslocatedhere.
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9.   RAF Mail
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This is a Honour Envelope-Active ServiceRAF Privilege Envelope,Air Force (India) Form 1645 postedat RAF Post office on 4th

September1945to England.

This bearsGarrard& Colley/FPHStypeR17 marks-RAF Censor537.Therewasno separateair forcebasecensorshipin India, theAir Force

unitsonly usedtheunit censorstamp.
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Pictorial Greetings Air Letter forms were issued 

centrally in two designs for 1944 and in three 

designs for 1945.As the form was a rationed 

item, units were seldom permitted to print forms 

of their own pictorial design

The front and the back of the XMAS AIR 

LETTER
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The inside of the
XMAS AIRLETTER



The Air officer commanding3 TAF was Air Marshal John Baldwin,

KBE,CB,DSO

The cover has beendispatchedon 11th May 1944 as shown on the violet

handstamp. It hasbeenreceivedat its destination. 3rd TAF Unit on 15th May

1944as is seenon the violet handstampbearingïHQ Air CommandSouth

East-Asia

No. 151(Fighter)OperationalTrainingUnit RAF (151OTU)

Formedin July1942atRAF Risalpuraspartof No. 227Groupto train pilots

outof Indianflying trainingschools.

TheRAF Third TacticalAir Force(Third TAF), which wasformedin South

Asia in December1943, was oneof threetactical air forcesformed by the

Royal Air Force(RAF) during the SecondWorld War. It was madeup of

squadronsandpersonnelfrom the RAF, Indian Air Force(IAF) and the air

forces of other Commonwealthcountries. Third TAF was formed shortly

after the establishmentof South EastAsia Commandto provide close air

supportto theFourteenthArmy.

It wasfirst formedon 19 December1943designatedthe TacticalAir Force

(Burma)andrenamedasthe Third TAF on 28 December1943. Along with

parts of the USAAF Tenth Air Force, it was subordinateto Joint Allied

EasternAir Commandwhich wasalsoformedin December1943.
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In India, separate Postal

Organisationwas set up to deal

with themailsof RAF personnel.

The mail is forwardedto Bombay

in military andcivil miscellaneous

bags and is handedover to the

RAF BasePostoffice, partof RAF

Base Record office. All mail

arrived is sortedby meansof card

index, which capturesthe updated

locationof thepersonnel.

After themail is sortedin theRAF

BasePostOffice theyareenclosed

in bagslabelledRAF Mail (name

of town) and passedto Bombay

GPO. Registeredletters are not

included. Theseare transferredto

RAF Base Record Office and

combined with outgoing official

mail to theunit andforwardedasa

singleunit.

TheBritish PostalDirectoratetook

controlof SEACon 1st May 1944
(Brig D SVirk)

This cover has beenpostedfrom 3

RAF POST OFFICE on 2nd July

1944 to Ootacamund,India, transit

datestampof Bangaloreon 3rd July

1944is seenandthenthe datestamp

of Ootacumund, India 2as India

KGVI stampaffixed

This Air Letter has been

posted from 3 RAF POST

SOUTH EAST ASIA on 11th

December1944 to England,

India 4as India KGVI stamp

affixed; It bearsRAF Censor
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This Air Mail Letter Card

has been posted from 4

RAF POST SOUTH EAST

ASIA OFFICE on 19th

October 1944 to England,

India 4asIndia KGVI stamp

affixed; It bears RAF

Censor144 267



This stamplesscover has been posted

from 3 RAF POST OFFICE on 22nd

February1944to Ootacamund,India. It

has been received at Ootacumundon

24th February 1944 with a delivery

cachetCarelessTalk CostLives

This stamplesscover has been postedfrom 6

RAF POST OFFICE on 18nd April 1944 to

Captain Finglas, Civil Airport, Drigh Road,

Karachi,Undivided India. It hasbeenreceived

at Drigh Road,Karachion 26th April 1944with

a deliverycachetCarelessTalk CostLives

This cover has beenpostedfrom Ceylon on

20th October1944 to F/O PN Ewing,45 Sqn,

RAF, India Command; 4*coconut palms

CeylonKGVI stamps

It bearsa OpenedBy ExaminerL/37;3 hand

written in Red and small octagonal D2

handstamp(Madras)
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This is a cover posted from Detroit, USA on 29th March 1944, 1*10 

cents,2*30 cents US stamps tied with a cachet Give Red Cross War Fund to 

Flight Officer J Gardner, RAF under India Command

It bears a strip Opened By Examiner and a black octagonal Passed DHB 

(Karachi), this is unopened mail, received at RAFPOST Office, South East 

Asia on 30th April 1944

On this cover, the Advanced Base Post Office has updated the location 

where the letter needs to be forwarded

�Y�X�X
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